BANSHEEvs.4-TRAX!

Is the rergn of Red coming to an end?

In the beginning, bright red Hondas
ruled. The ATC250R was the machine
to beat. Then in '85, Suzuki released
the first high-performance four-wheeler
and race tracks began filling up with
Suzuki yellow. One year later, Honda in-
troduced its version of the high-perfor-
mance quad and, even now, Honda still
rules cross-country, motoecross and
stadium racing. Though the TRX2Z50R
was discontinued in '89, the aftermarket
has kept the FourTrax alive.

Things are changing, though, at least
in the Mickey Thompson stadium se-
ries. Up to '94, the displacement limit
was around 250cc for Hondas. Mow, for
'35, the rules allow 350cc Banshee mo-
tors. When the first MTGP ATV race
blasts off this year, 350cc Yamaha Ban-
shees will line up next to the 250cc
Hondas—and the ¥Yamahas may eat
thermn alive.

In rmany forms of closed-course racing,
the high-revving Banshee struggles get-
ting traction to the ground, while the
more tractable Honda hooks up and
leaves the Banshee spinning. However,
the Mickeys are usually faster and much
less technical than motocross tracks.
Here, the Banshee could very well rule.

A STADIUM BANSHEE!

In preparation for the 95 MTGE sea
son, Laeger’s has developed a Pro-Trax
Banshee chassis specifically for stadi-
um racing. Mark Laeger notes, "We
wanted a Yamaha that would handle
more like our Honda-style chassis and
we incorporated as many of those de-
sign concepts as possible. 1t's sort of
like a TRX bottorn half and a Banshee
top hatfl”

Though the machine uses a Banshee
motor and Banshee plastic, the rolling
chassis is closer to Laeger’'s FourTrax-
style offering. Sure, it looks like a Ban-
shee, but it's really something com-
pletely different.

The chassis has many unique fea-
tures, and many of them are up front.
The frame is narrower by four inches
and the A-arms are wider by four inches
per side. This results in two inches per
side over stock Banshee width. In addi-
tion, the A-arms are raked more rear-
ward than on a stock Banshee. In other
words, the front of all four A-arms is
higher than the rear. When the suspen-
sion compresses, the A-arms move
more rearward rather than straight up
and down. This complements the naiu-

ral tendency of A-arms to get pushed
rearward as the guad speeds forward
Over DUmps.

Like most changes, though, this de-
sign presents a problem: the front
shocks (now leaning more rearward) will
not clear the radiator. Laeger's solution
of stretching the frame forward by one
inch solves that and another proklem
inherent in all stock Banshees: too
much weight over the front wheels.
With the frame now stretched, both the
rider and the heavier Banshee motor
are closer to the rear wheels where this
weight can be used to advantage for
more traction. In order to bring even
more weight over the rear wheels, the
swingarm has been shortened by 1-1/2
inches.

Though the relative position of the
swingarm pivet and countersprocket
remains stock, the upright frame
rember at the swingarm pivot is tilted
more rearward. Why? To give more
support to the rear CR500 shock,
which is tilted more upright. What is
the advantage of that? Laeger
explains, "On the stocker, the rear
shock is tilted more forward. When the
suspension compresses, the shock
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Compare this to a stock Banshee frame

and you will see the differences. Indicated
here is the area of the Banshee frame that
has been strefched forward. The result is a
ligchter front end and a more even front-to-
rear weight bias. Also notice the narrower

frame at the bottom A-arm pivots.

Banshes, into racing and we think it's a
graat idea. The MTGP, with its high-
speed courses, is a perfect showcase
for the screaming Banshee. Imagine
how cool a swarm of Banshees is going
to sound tearing around the LA Colise-
um! At any event, a rider will have the
option of racing either a Honda or Ban-
shee, but whichever machine he guali-
fies on will be his machine for the
evening.

yvear ago | would not have thought it
was possible, but seeing how well our
Banshees have done at the 12 Hours
of Pont de Vaux [France], I'm con-
vinced.

“Including the Banshee in the Mickeys
is good for everyone; the fans will have
something new and it’s good for the after-
market. | will probably have two or three
riders on Banshees in '85: Doug, Jesse
Wozniak and maybe Mark Ehrhardt.”

Wayne Hinson (Hinson Racing) is also
pleased with the new class, and feels
that the "84 Denver track and maybe Ve-
gas and Seattle, would have suited the
Banshee. However, Wayne also feals
that there may not be enough time for
R&D before the season begins to put the
"84 MTGP champ, Gary Denton, on a
Banshes,

Gary's motor bulder, Arlan Lebiman
(LRD), plans to put #2-ranked Greg
Stuart on a Banshee and feels that it
will be possible to get encugh traction
from the high-revving twin-cylinder: “To
smooth out the power and get more
low-end, we'll run a longer pipe,
change the porting and run 28mm
carbs, Even de-tuned with less top-
end, the Banshee will still make at least
ten more horsepower than the Honda.”

A CRS00 shock (with linkage) has became
the hot setup on FourTraxes and it makes
sense fo run it on the Banshee, too. Notice

Laeger’s brake rotor guard and the Honda-
style axle carmer and chain adjustment.

YWhich tracks will favor the Banshee
and which favor the Honda remain to
be seen, but if the "94 tracks were any
indication, there will be some close rac-
ing this year. Says Eichner, “The faster
tracks like Denver would certainly have
been Banshee tracks.”

Doug’s motor builder, Loren
Duncan, is even more enthused: “The
Banshee would have smoked at least
75% of last year's MTGP tracks. A

The upright frame member indicated here
was positioned more vertically to provide
a solid anchor for the rear shock, which is
positioned more upright. Notice that the
stock Banshee airbox has been moved
back to clear the shock and Laeger has
fabricated slick dual aluminum intakes.
The intake tract hoses slide rearward to
allow working on the carb. About the only
stock Banshee parits left on this race-
ready machine are the motor, wiring har-
ness, radiator, gas tank, airbox and plas-
tic. One distinct FourTrax advantage is
guick plastic removal: two bolts (in race
trim) as opposed to 159 for the Banshee.

YAMAHA INVOLVEMENT?

It's been many years since the big
factories were involved in ATV racing,
and with the inclusion of Banshees at
the Mickeys, that may be changing.
According to former MTGF champ
and current MTGP race director
Jimmy White, there is a good chance
that Yamaha will offer contingencies
to Banshee riders. The proposed bud-
get for the year is $13K—51000 for a
main-event win and 35000 for the
series win. This is certainly a nice shot
in the arm for ATV racing—one which
Honda has shown no interest in toss-
Mg QUr Way,

Racing is full of changes and sur-
prises, and when the MTGP season
opens at Anaheim, there will be some
wild new sights and new sounds—
maybe even a 350cec twin in the win-
ner's circle. (1

Which machine will dominate the 95
MTGP series? With & chassis more like a
Laeger/Honda and motor mods extract-
ing the maximum torgue, the Banshee
may pose a real threat to Hondas.
However, regardless of the final verdict,
everyone agrees that it's a great move
to allow a machine that is currently in
production to compete in the Mickeys.

Long enough A-arms for you? The final
width is 2" wider than stock. Though this
machine uses slock Honda brakes, the
Pro-Trax T-pin spindles can also be de-
signed for Banshee brakes.
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