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Thara’s that battom and wa wara looking forl Moties thet imprassive ten-or-mora horsapowar gain

from 2900 to 4000 tpm. The dyno run for the Dunean pipe (conducted with adjusted [ofting) whipped up R headpipes
baarz out our seat-of-the-panfe impreceion of ite performanes. We'se cartaln thet futura eam and rel muffl
eatbutator mods will bring up the peak horsapewat, foo. By the way, notica that hiceup on the shock- e 1 d:a_mv

er'e powarband at 3700 pm iz gono. Runs are conducted in only ona gear and without using the
clufeh. When you nail the throttle at a low thtn and under 4 Ioad, the motor esn hesitate.



Itz anly a protolype, co this mounting sotup for

the Dunean ehrome bumper fzn'l 9 beoly a2 the
ona that will be used an the production anit. We

liked the Tag handlebars, and by refmoving

the frant mini fendore wo choppad five pounds off
the DL Maw the heavieet high-peefarmanes ATV
ie only 17 pounds heavior than 2 Bancheal

same diameter. A bolt-on spark
arrestor is available for the system and
is tuncable. The Duncan prototype
head pipes we tested were bare metal,
while their production unit will be
stainless steel, the same as all Duncan’s
new four-stroke exhaust systems,

LET ’ER RIP!

We were surprised that the big
DE650 four-stroke—in stock trim—
didn’t produce a very deep exhaust
note. Not so with the Duncan. This
machine now sounds like the big
thumper it is. However, it's not annoy-
ingly loud.

We were also surprised that the
stock DS didn’t produce the bottom
end power we expected. Not so with
the Duncan. Now, the DS actually feels
like a big four-stroke.

We should point out up front thart,
because of time constraints and lack of
availability, we were forced to run with
the stock paper air lilter. The gains we
see with the Duncan pipe will certainly
be greater with a better-flowing foam
filter and larger airbox.

That said, we are still impressed
with the performance. Power is
strong, primarily in the bottom end,
where the DS needed a boost. Before,
it was sometimes tough finding the
right gear to match the surprisingly
narrow powerband of the stocker.
That’s not the case anymore, and you
don’t have to be as concerned with
shifting and clurching—a sure indica-

tion that we're making progress,

We did oceasionally notice some
bogping when landing from big jumps
and when pounding whoops, but
those are carburetion issues thal can
probably be solved easily.

To our surprise, the DS with the
Duncan exhaust ran better with the
airbox lid on and a leaner mainjet.

With the increase in power, the S
reaches its top rpm quickly and bumps
the rev limiter even sooner than
before. With a different CDI and taller
gearing, it’s almost scary to think what
the 135 is capable oft We'll be exploring
all these options in upcoming issues.
OTHER NICETIES

Duncan wasn't content sending the
25 back to us with nothing more than
a pipe, and threw in a few other
niceties for our perusal. First up was a
set of Tag Metal aluminum bars, which
are a bit narrower than the stockers
and not as swept back. This is the hot
setup for more aggressive riding and
they're strong. We like 'em.

MNothing dresses up the front of a
quad like an aftermarket bumper.
Duncan outfitted the DS with a proto-
type version of ils own nice-looking
chrome units. We also wondered what
the DS would look like without the

The DRGS0 ie big and rquires o diffurent? riding
efyle than wo've boen aceuctomed fo. IF gou back
off the throttle at the wrong time, the beget iz not
gt forgiving az other performance machines.

front mini fenders {(which add a total
of about five pounds unsprung
weight), We were pleased with the
results and, when riding in sand and
dirt, we didn't roost ourselves.

Bombardier's DS650 started out as a
great machine, but it has the potential
to be even better, as we've learned
here. With this, part one of Project
D650, we've just scratched the sur-
face. Stay tuned and watch oul as we
dig deeper and deeper! U







