FORWARD INTO THE PAST

1996 LOBO 250R

Mark _Ehrjho:rdt’s Honda goes back to the future

By thes visienariss at Dirt Wheals

O Like Dickens said so long ago, it was

the best of tim it was the worst of
Hmes. Back in 89 vou could aasily say
that about the ATV industry. We were
afill in the midst of a media backlash,
primarily against three-wheeled
ATVs, but one that eventually ook a
toll on the in ;a1 whaole, We
taced an unprecedented wave of gov
armmen! investigations ond cries for
action dgainst ATVers and ATVing.
The monufgcturers were under pres
sure from the government and the
legions of money-grubhbing lawyers
whe saw a ripe karget in the high-per
formance ATV market.

In morea ways than one,

it was a
ratershed year for the ATY industry. [t
was also the last year Honda pro-
:m:.'r:rl what remains today as the sin-
gle most popular high-performance
_1ur1u:1 evar made—the Honda Four

rax 250R. If not for the Consumer
Pr(ﬁll(T Safety Commission .mr.i he
eventuxl Consent Decr nenl
with the manulacturers .,.r}l.c.]l effac-
tively banned thres-wheelar sales and
severely limited the manulacturers’
invelvermnant with high-performance
.E-.:._‘-.F-.; cind off-road racing), there is no
telling whaot direction quad racing
right have taken.

THAT WAS THEN, THIS IS NOW

Sutfice it say that even with the
demise of the 2508 back in 89, racing
not only survived, it has even man-
aged to prosper. Through the dedica-
ticn and determination of legions of
ATV enthusiasts, the =port has
bounced back lo the point where an
entire cottage industry of aftermarket
companies thrives on filling the need
for making these older machines com-
petitive.

Everything from acoc wy pipes,
porting, wheels, tires, axles and even
replaocement frames for these outdat
ed race quads have been selling like

hiot o T gince they disappearad
from the showroom ifloors over six
',rf CITS (IGO0,

With stock 250R frames getting to be
upwards of six years old, replocement
frames are fast becoming the rage on
the racing circuit these doys. Lasger,
JF, Triple EEE, and DROC&D are a few
of the aftermarket companies making
replocement frames for the 250R. One

af the most unusual and innovative
desiogns we have seen is the new mul-
ti-adjustable DRDED LOBO chassis for
the Za0H

We first lock o look ot this all-new
chassis design back in the April 95
The LOBD chassis incorporated
the latest CAD [(Computer Aided
Drasign) technology derived from Indy
car racing and |I'l:;."|!-:-..']'.|.-:'l:1 il over to
quac 4 racing. The LOBO chassis is the
[ to use o sealed linear steering
mechanism that virtually eliminates
“bump” steer on the vehicle. Bump
steer is the tendency of a vehicle to
steer in the direction of any bumps it
hits. Less, or zero, bump steer means
that a vehicle goes exactly where you
point it.

n the back end, the LOBO chassis
uses a unique "layved down” shock
approach that uses a pull-rod-oohaeat-

issue.

ad, linear rising-rate spring and
damper. The ameunt of adjustment
with this svatem i= almost unlimited.
Combined with suspension adjust-
ments, this gives the LOBO chassis
more adjustakility than anything cur-
rently out thers,

Mational Championship contender
Mark Ehrhardt has been racing a
LOEQO-chassied Honda 250K on the
Mational circuit this year, and Dir
Wheels had an o pportun ity to fry out
his machine on his practice trerck
located in Hemet, Californic. Hawving
only gotten o look at the machine pre-
vicusly, we were intrigued to see if it
wias o8 good as it looks,

COULD THIS HAVE BEEN
THE ‘96 HONDA 250R?

With the arrested state of develop
ment of the 250R chassiz, we will never
know exactly what direction Honda

- The heart

of the LOBO
chassis is its
almost infinite
adjustability.
Adjustments for
castor, camber
and toe-in on
the front end
are quick and
easy with the
heim joint
A-arms. Doug
Roll, the creator
of the LOBO
chassis, has
come out with a
manual detail-
ing adjustments
of the chassis
and suspension
for varying track
conditions.
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The LOBO chassis’ handling was so
responsive that it took some getting used
to at first. There was absolutely no bump
steer whatsoever on the machine and not
a hint of pushing in the turns. This
allowed the rider to dive for the inside
line, even in a bump-infested corner.

O *umm-u* atvle of riding, which is
» ateering. It was dialed-in
for the tight turns and quick jumps of
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fe :ut]u. the batter we
was absolufely no push
in the front end in the turns. By push,
we mean the tendency ot the front end
to continue going straight when vou
turn the bars, You could literally steer
the machine with the handlebars and
niot herva 1o rasort to using the throttle o
hrakes to get it &
Cn long, swee

sing turns, vou could

Ehrhardt uses a Duncan Racing/Paul
Turner engine package on his LOBO race
quad. It pumps oul impressive mid to fop-
end power over a2 very broad range.
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Customn Axis did the shocks on Mark's race quad. They feature
adjustable compression, rebound and pre-load on both the front
and rear SUSpension.
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See that nut and bolf just below the middle of the rear axle bear-
ing carrier? That allows you to adjust the leverage ratio on the
back end of the LOBO chassis. In order lo make tuning the rear
suspension casier, future LOBO chassis will use a set- length
rod instead of the adjustable version Mark has.



The DRDED designed LOBO chassis and
cu:cﬁmﬂrissuspenshﬂmakesﬂrﬂmrm’s
machine a dreamn to ride through gnarly,
whooped-out bumnps or off of supercross-
style jumps. It is very responsive to rider
input and will turn on a dime and give you
back nine cents change.

exactly what he was doing, and where
he wrs at all times, he could easily find
himself totally lost and not know whet
direction to take to remedy it,

Doug feals that using different rod

lengths for differing track condilions will _

miaks the systam mere user frendly and
acsier 1o keep track of. To that end, Rall
has come up with o new owmer's manu-
al for the LOBO chassis that explains in
detail how to adjust the chassis, set up
the shocks, and make any chassiz or
suspension-related adjustment to the
vehicle,

The shocks themselves are specialty
items manuiaciured by Custom Axis,
which makes the Pemske team's shocks
for their Indy car racers. The Custom
Axis shocks are one additional reason
the LOBC chassis remains one of the
mest adjustable units available. The
shocks leature hand-built, aluminum
reservoirs both on the front and rear
end, with compression, rebound, and
pre-load adjustments.

The overall feel of the suspension is
one of phishness, and the ability to sook
up big hits as well as emall stutter
Burmps was nothing short of amazing.
You were never concerned about where
ar how you landed with this suspension.
Both ends sucked up the bumps with no
problems. The back end didn’t kick or
want o throw vou sidewerys if it took an

unexpectad hit, and it was plush, pre- |
|

dictable and confidence-inspiring.

Handling off of lemncher jumps felt
very gocd, and you didn't have to use
your crms and legs to soak up the land-
ing like you might on a standard chas-
sis, It felt like vou could dial in the shocks
and choassis to virtually any track condi-
tione you could ever encounter. Ahoud
our enly complaint wae that the suspen-
sion did net like to pre-jump, jump or
compress the suspension prior to
launching off a jump. That could be
adjusted for by resatting the suspension
demmping.

ODDS & ENDS

Ehrhardl’s Duncan Racing motor

was set up for erisp midrange power

Riken Hodials custom-grooved, getting
the call up front.
FINAL THOUGHTS

Owverall, we can honestly say after
riding it that Mark Ehrhardi’s LOBC
2alR reflects what might very well have
been hod Honda continued production
of this legendary high-performance
machine. Actually, in its wide range of
adjustobility, it is probakly mach closer
ta what a “factory” quad racer would
hove been like d quad racing had con
tinuegd al the laclary level. In that
raspect, we really are seeing what
amounts to o factory ride becoming
availahle o anvone with the knowl-
adge, skill and money to afford it.

With a spec LOBO chassis selling for
53495, this is one faclory nde thal can
sl be considered o bargain. New all
we hove o de s Bnd a geed used 250R
o build it arcund.

ADDRESSES:
Lrunean Recing

10734 Kenny S, Ste, &

Seantes, CA 92071

(G190 258-6306
DRI

1157 E. Mission Rd.

Fallbrook, CA 92028

(B19) 728-4526
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