Hour-By-Hour Report

Story and photos
By Bill “WBGO” Lanphier
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Going to a world-class ATV event with full press credentials is
3 always a blast for me. And, it's nicg that the winningest
) t‘ i""'w— riderat Fronee's 12 Hours of Pont de Ve, Doug Eichner,

LE% !
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W b By ; :
L e is r1 likeabls fellow American and [ often spend time
o snooping around his Dunean Racing pit

~3 i : This year would be a litfle different, though. [ would fils

g =g ' - . anhour-by-hour report on the team, watching its

t 55 L F A e every move. i the team won, I'd follow them

s8¢ e N8 rightupiothe podiumand baskin theglory:
Pt~ 7 - "7 Itthey brokedownand DNF'don thefirst
s " lap, Idsitaround with the team for the

next 11 hours ond watch theriderscry
in their beers. Neither of those two
scenarios happened, but I did get to
shadow them for the entire roce, :

saTURDOY MORNING

Seaturday morning, things were already
lecking bad for Bichner and Jehn Mitchell, his
super-iast teammate and newly-crownsd British MX
chcrnp. Their gold Banshee was arguably the best-looking machine
in the field of 120 queids, but the track was perhops the sloppiest that

anyone could remember in the 20-year history of the event.
The muddisr the courss, the more of a disadvantage Eichner
andd Mitchell would have compared to the top competitors, all of

whom were on more ractable four-strokes.
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HOUR

PIT PRESSURE: |12 !

ELApPSED

At the one-hour merk, the team

started moving back up and
in 52nd pl 1

LAID-BACK SCOT: [i=

$30,000 GOLD
SCREAMER

For most of the 20-year history of
Font de Vaiee, Bansheas have mibed
ihe high-spead endurance race in
France. The machine you see here is
the culmination of Duncan Racing's
|7 years of expesience at POV with
that screaming wo-stoke,

[n 1953, with Doug Eichner at
the condrols, the team took its first
Banshee win - of seven — at POV
Eviry yiar brings design develop-
ments, many of tham pionesred by
Duncan Racing and its Eung distribu-
for, ATV World. it's anly fitting that
this gold-plated and oold-anodized
quad, Duncan's farawell to the
Banshee at POV, is the most amazing
mechanically and viswlly,

Check out some of hose POV
Banzhee advancements over the
years, many slill i use today. When
rear axle breakage was a problem dur-
ing the 12 hours of pownding over
high-speed jumps, the Team switched
to axles and camiers designed for
Suzuki's big LTS00R. When chain
slippage and breakage was a prod-
lem, the team hit on the idea of rwn-
ning burly 530-size chaing, normally
used on street bikes. Chiel mechanic
Wartin Fletcher made custom 530
sprockets 1o match.

The COI was moved to a safer
Iocation under the seal. A bolt through
1he rebber partion of the upper exhaust
Iengers kept the pipes seciee. The
radiator overflow hose was routed 10 2
Spod near the handbabars where the
rider would nodice insntly — some-
times painfully — that the molor was
sharting bo overheal.

Becauss brake fade was a prob-

accommoadale two calipers for each
front wheel. Becausa night vision is
crecial 2t POV and the rules reguirs
working faillights. multiple lights on
separate circuits were used front and
rear, The swilch 1o & Lagger's Pro-Trax
chassis for the Bansheg, inchiding
befter suspension, reduced the meed
for some of the exotic ilems zhove
like the LT500 axle. But, as Duncan
says, “Why mess with success?l”
Even after all the years of develop-
ment, the team still manages to find
roam for imgrovemneant. This year the
team swilched ko a tanger-capacily radia-
tar and, o accommodate a slghtly dif-
fiasent froné-end sefup, Yamaha YFZ font
brakes. For even stronger lighéing, the
team wenk with Jour, instead of two, Trall
Tech halogens. Duncan wasn't happy
Confinved an page 51
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HOURS
eLapsed

Just pussed the two-hour mark, the
team has moved to 353t

EUROPEAN STAR: Ciien 2
American Sichrer, 1he van

HOURS
eLapsEd

Despite several unscheduled pit
stops, the Duncan team has moved
up 26 places and finishes the first

session in 30th. Assessing the

Banshae, Eichner remarks, "T'll bet

there's 100 pounds of mud on that

thing!”

rnumber of laps completed

i cill three sessions. "We've moved

up to second for this session and we
might even ba in the top 10 overall

We just gotia keep pushing.
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HOURS
eLapsed

At the 4:30 mark it's dark and Eichner
considered the fastest night-pilot at
PDV, gets on. Soon, he gels quite asur-
cticn of the

prizse: "At a two-lane
track o guy crossed over in front of me
and hit another guy. A third guy hitme
and ended up lying on my nert bar, |

nikers' and pushed

velled, 'no hitek
him off. It was o fast section and it was
lucky for us all that it was muddy and
we slid instecd of tumbled.”

1 [wers the Banshe
fiEr mona P up or 1

B

NEVER SAY DIE: tichoer And Iy



HOURS X : ot Shorly alor o de 7
| ' ‘ . : : mud. sellled at POV this year, we

ELUPSBﬂ o Rl Ml TVt e

At 5:30 hours. Mitchell hcpg = | A S B

and Eichner (Ike) walks back to 1 y o 4t y : Lﬂren-l:lmcm Eath year we
the race van to relax a little. ; p detailed recomds about the bik

HOURS
eLapsed

At B:45 hours, and now past the
hali-way point in the race.
itchell is off and Ike is back on.

NGEROUS CHASE:
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CRANKWORKS
IS YOUR HEAD QUARTERS

T0 KEEP YOU
SPINNING

CALL 480-897-1746

| 5245 5. Kyrene Rd., Ste. #32
Tempe, AZ 85283

SPECIALIZING IN:

Crankshaft manufacturing
Crankshaft stroking
Balancing

Lightening

Rod modifications

Hot Rod Erank assemblies & rod Iﬂts :
Billet Banshee Cranks From 61 mm—'Mrmn stmke

Products now
available ot
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HOURS
eLapsed

L little after midnight, emd with only
30 minutes to go in the night ses-
sion, the team pits, making sure the
quad is in good shape for the begin-
ning of the final session on Sunday.
Barring more rain, the track groove
will have widened and the scream-
ing two-stroke will hove maore
o stretch its logs.
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ONE MORE SESSION TO GO

HOURS
eLapsed

When the checkers fell on the
night session at 1 a.m., [ke and
Mitchell had won that session by
two laps, That tramslates into avery
impressive sieminuie lead. But in
the overall standings (the com-
bined first two sessions) they weara
dewm one lap. A little after the final
session began, Mitchell passed the
baton to Eichner with the tecm still
i second overdall cmd goining.

HOURS
eLapsed

Now things really started popping
for the team. At 9:30 hours they
took the lead for the third session.
At 3:55 hours Mitchell took over the
controls, Back in the pits, Eichner
explained one of the difficulties in
meoving up through the feld: ‘Thad
a tew close calls with lappers.
They're getting tired, slowing
dovwen, and don't knowr wwhich were
o go o get out of the wae A lot of
times we come up on them so fost
they don't even kmow we e thera,
['ve been doing alot of yelling.”

BANSHEE TIME: & e i session the tack had dizd, ke B
i 15 samerk, and he beam even

Every oil claims
high IIBI'IIII‘IIIHIIGE...
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& see for yoiirself!
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HOURS
eLapsed

Teward the end of the 10th hour,

Ike and Mitchell miraculously |

move into the overall lead. The
Belgi

] explains

that the [ will have to
make an extro | ond
het will re them

HOUR
eLapsed

The Duncan team had to make |
cnother pit stop, but it wasn t rou- |

tine at all. In foct
be pushed bac

Frantically

including a o

¥ 'Ilfqe

1 go
going towin PD

no cigar,” said
evarything b
hour at PDV and this was egain
the cose in 2006.
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HOURS
ELOpPSED

When the combined standings were in,
the Duncan team had finished fifth
cvamll Said !

J:'f.;'i 7
in Franee, 1
chonece ir* hL

thizs year. Even v
r-:.Ii-..[:lll-.;;:w:*.r_i in the top five.
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Confinued from page 11

¥ What's the fulure of the Banshee
in gengrai?

> With Yamaha discontinuing it,
there Wil obvioushy be fewer and
fewer around, But it will have a cult
fillowing. We have one at the shop
we'll never part with and | shill doa
ot of Banshee engines. It's slill a
good bike for the dunes and
Supermota. | undersiznd Pives Peak
is changing the rules and that will
keep them alive there, too. .

» Last yesr you said you'll nn the
Banzhae at POV until il gels beat. So,
no mone?

> This was the 20th anniversary of
both the Banshes and FOV and it's
Time to mowve on, We'll get mare sup-
port from Yamaha if we race a YFZ, but
{here are other factors. When the rack
is dry and tacky, the Banshee shines.
But wilh the rain and mud this year, it
doesn't have the traction in the cor-
mers and it makes Eichner and
Milchedl look slower. Overal, they I
be Faster ona four-siroke. Evan with
{he fifih overall this year, they gained
fans and respect by moving from way
back to the front. I8
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