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To goet more speoed
oul of the YFZ,
Duncan iistalled a
Ahbce Hational kit
plus seweral _l:.|l;hr_lr
med s, gainimg an
additional 10 Je,
Biehimd the: "I'F_I_ﬂl'ﬂ
Duncan's three other
primary ‘entrigs-at
PDV 2004, o

Testing The Limitations Of The 450R,
Banshee and YFZ At Pont de Vaux
By Bill “WBGO0" Lanphier

t tirst glance, they lock pretty much like MX quads with
Ah&ﬂd ights. But, they're far from that, Imagine trying to set up an

ATV for a TT track that turns ugly and develops massive braking
bumps, holes, mud and blinding dust. Or, imogine prepping for an MX
track with ridiculously long straightaways and speeds close to 90 wen,
Mow, imagine that the race will last 12 hours and will be staged in o
litthe town where most people don’t understand much English.

Mo you're baginning o see how tough it is sefing up a quod for the 12
Hours of Pont de Vousx, the annwal forture test in France, Duncan Racing
and its European distibutor, ATV World, are masters at doing that and, at
this year's annual event, their Banshee prevailed over 119 other quads frem % " _ -
e S . - R

Winning at PDV is nothing new for Duncan Racing — the feam has The deep holes that develop at PDV make for an awful
taken first overall several fimes. Duncan's primery lineup at the 2004 event ride on a stock Banshee. The winning quad this year

inchuded nat only the wiriing Banshes, but two Yamaha YFZs and a Hondo used only the motor and plastic from the Banshee. The

450R. We spoke with team leader Loren Duncan fo learn how these three © entire rolling chassis is a Lasger's Pro-Trax and the ride
types of quads compare ot POV, is infinitely better. That’s John Mitchell at the controls.
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ATV Sport: Lets talk about reliabality:
Duncan: After years of meing at PDV, the
Banshee is excellent. IS hand 1o beat tha
Yamaha’ YFZ is not designed as an endurance
muachine, but we were happy with the
improvements we made since 2003.

ATV Sport: As a newcomer 1o PDV, how did
Homclak 4508 do?

Duncan: Very good. With six momnihs of
LESIINE, W ._||||:._||,!.:. knew some ||1|n;.*_~'. WC
needed 1o correct hefore the race.

ATV Sport: Such as?

Duncan: The suspension is the main thing
W meecled Lib E1ve W Iroe --I.l|‘.-'.|||:-. and better
handling in the bumps. For 20 minutes it
would be olay, but for 12 hours its critical. A
different swingarm and lighter A-arms also
made a difference.

Honda's 450 made its debut at Pont
de Vaux this year and two machines
finished in the tep 10. With more
speed and a year of development,
this reliable guad should post even
more impressive finishes.

ATV Sport- How about the 4508 maotor?
Duncan: It still needs additional power 1o
win PDA, but we'll have kits ready bor 2005
that will add 10 +ir and still be reliable

ATV Sport: How did the Honda hold up?
Duncan: We ran out of gas onoe costing usa
few laps and the exhaust stud broke an the
oytinder and that cost usa lap. Other than
lacking power, those were the only other things

ATY Sport: How about the Banshee and YFZ
MoLors?

Dumncan: Doug Eichner and John Mitchell, on
the Banshee, felt they had the lastest bike at
POV It rained quite a bit before the race and

Loren Duncan calls the Yamaha YFZ the “Ferrari” of quads. It's not
designed for endurance racing but, with modifications, it's very com-
petitive. Americans Tavis Cain and Chad Lohr piloted the maching.

American Doug Eichner [laft]
teamed up with John Mitcheall of

Scotland and rode this Duncan/ATV
World Banshee to victory.

g 15

the track eventually got really tacky, which
helps the Banshee, In 2003 we [el: the YFZ
might never be fast enough. But now, with a
vear of development, we've gained 10 HF
Phus, it hooks up better in dry, slick conditions
than the Banshee

ATV Sport: Corpare the handling of the
three quads after they've been set up for PDV.
Duncan: Because its designed lor MX, the
YFZ handles more like a Ferrar than a
Cadillac. The Banshee, with the Laggers
Pro-Trax chassis handles well. And the Elka
shocks helped immensely. The problem
with the Banshee is that it takes a very
arrong rider 1o handle it for 12 hours. The
Honda, on the other hand, is very easy 1o
nde. Its probably the most comiortable
bike in the race. Second is the YFZ, because
it hias lees power tharn the Banshee and is

mare controllable

ATV Sport: Is chassis setup the most crucial
thing on the Banshee?

Duncan: Yes, it just wouldn be competitive
with the stock shocks, A-arms and suspension
setup. Most needed on the YFZ are elecincal
meods and engine upgrades. For example, we
madify the generator, and installed an
oversize battery in a stainless box. The Honda
only needs more power
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DUNCAN/ATV WORLD 12-HOUR RACERS

TRE4A50R BAMSHEE YFZ450
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Mexima, ip, Hﬂimhu,[‘:ﬂﬁ.l“mmdi.l[ril[mﬂw. Par Homes, Ficky Stotor, Warks Consedion, Braking

(hiel mecharic oad Mortin Flatcher [ATY World Martin Feicher Wartin Fletcher
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18/37 17m 16,36
Spindles Loagar's H"iu Lzeqges's TPin Stk
Froat end exarall width in) 49 45 A0

Froml shecks Hia
Seering sem/sleering sobiizer Loaper's/ WV 'Wold

REAR END

ingerm Dagars, &)
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Rear o T R e e e Fta {hock and kg
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- sires] bike ouslom medified
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Matian Fra Vorlex Thussh
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Reliability on the Banshee is
insured by a beefier tranny [see
spec sheet), an oversize chain and
rear braking power borrowed from
a Yamaha streat bike.

ATV Sport: How about the

A gusset Kit and additional sulb-
frame brackets from ATV World
increased the durability of the YFE
for the 12 hours of pounding it
would get. Check out the nice
candy-apple red paint job!

Duncan

The team took no chances with
the brake lights (required by PDV]
and installed these ambitious, not
to mention pricey, multi-LED units.
Chief mechanic Martin Fletcher
laughed, “They're as bright as the
headlights!"

ATV Sport: How do vo
machines will

Duncan: [ depends on th

USA CONTALT: Duncan Racing
Infernational, (619 2586306,

W, CUNCaNracing.com
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