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See you la

n the great record of ATV histony

twhich you're reading right now, hy
the way; ATV Action has been around
sinee the sports beginningl, the
Yamaha Blaster i sure to rank among
the most important machines ever
offered. Even completely stock, it's fast
and fun. It's rugged and reliable, too.
Best of all, moclifications release much
mare perfermance from the Blaster,
Pboclify the 200 extensively amd vou've

a machine that's more than a class
above the stocker, and not just because
the engine can grow from 1 28cc to
nearly 300, With balanced improve-
ments 1o the chassis and engine, the
Blaster can become a full-blawn race
machine or a higher-performance ATY
for fun on the trail,

Wi wanbed o see what a Blasher is
like wihen it's built close to the outer
limits of its performance envelope, but
we wanted to retzin the manageahle,
fun feel that makes the machine such a
Heasure Lo ride, We also wanted maods
that woubd ket ws treat the Blaster like
the trail machine it is. Basically, we
wanted more performance without
miuch more maintenance.

That meant increasing the handling
andl suspension performance at least as
mch a5 engine output, and the engine
mizels would have to be carefullv engl
neered, Even thaugh the Blaster is a rel-
atively simple machine, thats a more
complex job than it sounds. To get the
results we wanted from the Yamaha's
engine and its handling, we released
aur Blaster into the capable hands of
Duncan Bacing, They're the people
wha make maotocross and Cross country
race quads for mamy of the world's
fastest pros and their machines perform
and stay together like something a
NASCAR race shop would prepare for
the Daytona 500. We discussed the var-
ious changes to the machine, and the
testing and planning that went into
them, with the President and owner of
Cuncan Racing, Loren Duncan,
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Elkca romote reservalr shocks moke o dro-
matic impravement fn the Blaster's han=
diing. Unlike the stack shocks, they're
rebuildable and tuneable,

body than the steck unit.

It's amazing how much parformance
Duncan Racing gets from the Blaster
engine without resorting to o big bare kit
This engine hos earmed five Maticnal
matecrass champlonships. ft's fast?



ATV Action: Duncan Racing is a
big name in National competition,
especially for its Honda 250R-based
race gquads, but we'dd guess most rid-
ers don't think “Duncan Racing”
when it comes to the Yamaha Blaster.

Loren Duncan: Our main focus is
high-end racing machines, bhut we've
heen modifying Yamaha Blasters for
more than a decade. We approach all
our performance products similarly,
We test all the parts and maodifica-
tions we offer thoroughly to get
results we're satisfied with, so we're
confident our customers will be
pleased. If customers don’t like their
Duncan Racing modifications, it costs
us, not them. We offer a 30 day
maney-back guarantee for complete
salisfaction for performance, quality
and reliability. | know of no perfor-
mance company that offers a similar
guarantee on parts that are used for
racing.

ATV: Does that cover a refund on,
say, a full-race engine that a customer
might order, insiall, ride with, and
then have to return because his wife
or girlfriend said he spent too much?

LD: Nao. We just cover satisfaction

for performance, quality and reliabili-
ty. Satisfaction of wives and girl-
friends is the customer’s responsibili-
by,
ATV: Right, 5o, as il we didn’t
know, what areas of performance did
Duncan Racing seek to improve on
the Blaster?

LD: To start with, the stock suspen-
sion is a bit behind the engine. It's
harsh, and the shocks, front and rear,
have a shaort life. They work adequate-
Iy initially for most riders, but even
an average rider can wear the shocks
out in less than a year's worth of
agpressive riding.

ATV: We know the front shocks are
non-rebuildable, but is it possible to
continue using the rebuildable rear
shock if it is revalved?

LD: The rear shock can be used if it
gets worked on before the soit alu-
minum body is ruined. Racing quality
shocks, like the Elka shocks we
installed on the project Blaster, have
hard anodized bodies that last almost
indefinitely if they are serviced regu-
larly.

ATV: Duncan Racing usually runs
Custom Axis shocks on its race

machines. Why did you go with Elkas
an the Blaster?

LD: The least expensive Custom
Axis shocks for the Blaster cost over
$1400 for the set. The Elka set for the
‘amaha goes for about $1100, which
is more within the reach of trail rid-
ers.

ATV: Suspension-wise, the Blaster
dicln’t even feel like a Blaster with the
Elka shocks on it. There’s no way we
could have done the jumps we did
botloming the stock suspension
painfully hard, The control in corners,
whoops and at high speeds is far bet-
ter, too. The machine feels much
more glued to its lines.

LD: As the stock shocks age, they
tend ta blow through their travel
more easily and the rebound fades,
which makes the handling imprecise.

ATV: let's talk about the engine.
What alfl went into it?

LD: We've got three engine kits for
the Blaster which give riders three
power and price levels to choose
fram. This machine has the National
Midrange Kit. The Paul Turner porting
and cylinder head modification is the
heart of this kit; it's the key to getting
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S0 percent mone power rom the 200
withioul poimg 19 a big bare kil
Keeping the bore size stock helps the
engine keep its snappy, high-revving
powver delivery. It also keeps the
engine smooth at high revs, The other
prarts of the kit, the Paul Turner pipe
andd Fat Bow 2 silencer, prejetted
34mm Keibun P] carburetor, Pyramid
reve] valve assembly, masterflow
imake manifald, K&N filler and DR
{hvwheel modification broaden the
power 50 it pulls solidly off the bot-
o, and has a vseable powerband

| for trails.

We also added o madiiied Honda

FROE aichox to this machine. 1ts not

[ prart af the kit bt il does breathe het-

er than the stock Blaster arrhox,

ATV: The Lifted Blaster has enough
power b smake @ Bonch of today s
stramg-runing stock high-perfor-
mance guads. I can easily poil a
Honca 400X in a drag race. Not bad
far a 28 The poveer @5 cantrailalle,
dan A skilled ricker wont have any
troubie rogatiating techaical trafls
with s modor, Begivmers don’t reed
this much pover. Thew should get Lo
the point wltere they're eding their
stock fBlastoes wide apen dn challeng-
ing terrain hefore they step up to this
TN

LD Cuick learners can deal with
the power, but it's abways est 10 pet
familiar with the way the engine pulls
i easy, apen wereain,

ATV: It seems weird to be dis-
cossing a Blasler having oo much
Ao,

LD: This engine i< roughly as fast as
a stock Honda 2508, 11 bas won five
arr-cooled-class Mattornal motecross
championships.

ATV: Can someane boy a Blasier
with these modifications an it from
Darcan Racing?

LD: We're the source of all the per-
formance parls on the project Blaster
and retail customers can get them
from ws, Customers who want new,
(rre=muslitied Blasters can purchase
them from Temecula Maotorsports,
() G823, Temeculy
rotorsparts can shipy the machines to
customers anywhere in the country,

ATV The Dwecan Racing Blasler it
is supposed o come with a Duncan
Hacing T-shivt, Where's ours?

LD ' wearing gt




