PERFORMANCE TEST

PUAL-SPORT BANSHEE

At home on the trail or the dunes

gicdf af DIRT WHEDLE

d Duncan Bacing has made a name
for itself as one of the winningest per-
formancs companiss in ATV racing. T
has won races in virleally every type
of ATV competition, frem motocross to
crogs-country, flattrack to desert, ice
racing to sand draogs. With a long list
af top ATV pro riders using its prod-
ucts, thare iz little doukst thet Dunoan
Racing knows the ins and outs of
high parformoance.

What a lot of riders don’t know is
that it also makes a wide range of
pericrmonce modilications o bene-
tit the recreational rider as well as
the racer. Loren Duncan, the man
behind the company, recently built
an all-new meodified 97 Yamaha
Bonshee. He told us that by simply
bringing ocut a change of wheels,
tires, akid plates and extra lights, he
could convert a full-en dune racing
Banshee into a capable track and
trail quad. Enowing Loren's well-
dasarved reputation for ultra-clecn
and well-thought-cut race guods,
we jumped at the chance to test this
dual-sport quad.

MOTOR MODS

Cunecan offers a wide variety of en-
ging porling, pipe and carb configu-
ralions for the Banshee asz well as
mogt high-performance sport guods.
Depending on what you woant io do
with vour machine, Duncan will set
vou up with the engine package it
feels will work best lor vou,

-4 Doug Eichner, fresh from victories at
Font De Vaux and the GNC 500 class,
puts the Duncan Racing Dual-Sport
Banshee through its paces at the
dunes.

Economy-minded customers can
opt to install one of Duncan's bolt-on
engine kits for l}w Banshes thot
sisls of g Poul Turmer midrange or
high-rev pipe, ]"tI. Boy aluminum si-
lencers, DR fiber reeds, DR boosat bot
fle, K&N filter and a Jet Pack, all for
$299. Duncon also coffers more in-
depth modifications, cne of which is its
“Wational” kit that includes all of the
abaove plus porting and heaod mods,
pre-jetted Keihin 3dmm carbs, T-shirt,
and technical instructions for in
stallation of the kit for 31775 A high-
renr varsion of the kit uses Keihin 35mm
PWE coarbs instead of the 34s and
includes a DR flywhaeal modification.

For our test unit we opted for the
"Mational” midronge pockage with
the 3dmm Keihin Pl carks and Paul
Turner midrongs pipes (with triple
chrome plating). For an extra 575 per
pipe, Duncan will triple-chrome a set
of new pipes for you; otherwise the
pipes are lalt unpainted. Duncan also
sells trick-looking two-piece Cascade
exhoust clamps (360 per pair) thot re
place the stock leack-prone rubber
uniis. The Fat-Boy aluminum stlene-
TS O OUrT last ”I-:'i('!"li:'l('! wWele ”'H'Z" newr
"uiat”  versions COTTies
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Dunean
(517995 per poird with downturned
stingers and are eqgsily repackable.

Wer aleo had a Poul Tumer Fower-
head installed, which is a replacsment
aylinder head that increasss cooling
capacity and olfers inlerchangeable
compression  domes  for  altering
engine comprassion on the Bonshes,
These units sell for $299 and include
everything you need tor installation.

A DHE Mastertlow Intake system

15225.95) hooked up the new Pl carbs
to the K& filter and Outerweaar cow-
ar, DRS new Pyramid read valves
wers added to the reed coges ($189
per pair! to get them up to snuff, ond
even the cranks were welded and
trued o make sure the engine would
handle the increased horsepower
this kit puts out (755100},

To rr1tﬂct! sure we would not hava
any problems with night vision, Dune
con installed o Safari Light stator re
wind (390 and DR adjustable timing
plote ($99.95) and Hlywheel moditico-
tion to our tast mochine,

Since this is primorily a motor tast,
wa will get to the evaluoation right
crwory. For more details of the various
other items that were bolted on our
test machine, be sure to check out the
spec sheet, For now, let's see how this
baby performs under fire.

TRAIL TESTING

Oar first test of the Duncon Racing
Dual-Sport Bonshee would be on fost
fire roads and palm-shaded inagils sur-
roursding our secret test area in South-
arn Calilornic. In keeping with the dual-
sport nature of this test, we hod Duncan
bring out a set of front and reoar TR
Holeshat tires mounted on Douglas 150
Hed Label aluminum rims. For added
protection from tree limbs cnd branches,
we installed a set of Acerbis Bally
brushguards. A complele sel of DRAOMEP
engine and fronl skids completed our
dual-sport package for the trial.

The combination of the midrange
porting, Poul Turner midronge pipes
and DR intake system gave the Dun-
can Dual-Sporl Banshes a noticeable
hit in the mid to upper powear spread.
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Duncan Racing has several different
engine kits for the Banshee. We want-
ed a kit that would be good enough
for all-around duning but still had
decent midrange for trailriding and
fast fire-roading.

The motor comes on strong from the
middle of the powerband and hits
with a strong burst on the top. While
not possessing an abundance of
torque on the boltom-end, the DR en-
gine had impressive enough power
in the midrange to maoke the tronsi-
fion to the top easy enough for an ex-
perienced Banshee rider.

The Rall Dasign +2" wider and +2"
turther forward (per side) A-arms
b725) help smooth out the Banshee's
comering maonners and make it a
much more stakle high-speed ma-
chine. We especially liked the larger-
capacity IMS gas tank ($174.99) for ex-
tended rides, as it holds up to 5.6 gal-
lons of fuel and keeps the weight low
and forward on the machine,

A DR steering damper kit helps
keep the rider from having ta battle
the handlebars constantly flapping
about and greatly aids the cross-
country abilities of the machine.
An BPM Deminator axle ($369.95),
Millennium rear bearing carrier

IMS makes a handy replacement plastic
gas tank for the Banshee that holds 5.6
gallons for long-distance cruising. The
Paul Turner midrange Banshee pipes
gave the machine a smoother mid-
range-to-top-end power spread.
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($269.95), antidfade locknuot ($49.95)
and Taper-Loc hubs ($249.95) are es-
sential le keeping the Banshae's
boack end alive at the {aster pace the
DR engine meaintains.  Stock
Bonshee axles are junk and will
bend in severs use.

You would also be wise 1o replace
the stock Banshee shift lever. The DR
billet shifler ($89.95) for the Banshee
iz a well-made unit that will not
snap off and leave vou stranded,
something that the stocker will
eventually do.

With Ohlins shocks up front ($725)
and a PPS revalved shock on the
rear, the DR Dual-5port Bonshee
suspension was more than up to the
task when it came lo thrashing
around in the rough stufl. From
jumps to bumps, whoops and
ledges, our modified Banshee was a
sweat-handling package. Cascade
even came up with a special Dual-

1)
kil

Adding a set of Acerbis Rally hand
guards not only jazzes up the look of the
DR Banshee, but they also provide more
protection from brush and tree limbs.

Paul Turner “Quiet” Fat Boy silencers
tone down the decibel level on the Paul
Turner midrange pipes by a good 3—4 dB.

We were impressed with the hard-hit-

DUNCAN BANSHEE

ting power of the Duncan Racing “Na-
tional™ engine kit for the Banshee. It
put out more than enough power to
make it competitive in the dirt or the
sand worlds.

Sport seat cover for our test machine

that had a special gripper material

sewn into the center of the seat for

extra gripping power in the saddle
SAND SETUP

After putting in our ime on the trail,
we loaded up cur Dual-Sport Banshee
and headed off for the dunes to con
vart it for sand slinging. We ramoved
the Holeshols, the engine skids and
Acerbis brushguards and installed o
set of Sand Skate Razorbacks up front
and Sand Skate | Comp Grooved pod-
dles meounted on Douglas 190 Red
Label rims on the badk end.

We also hooked up a set of Pro
Comp lights to add more wattage for
the Safari Stator rewind kit we had
installed. Now we were ready for our
dune expedition.

Engine-wise, the Duncan Rocing
Banshee midrange Mational kit

'l

OMF and Duncan Racing offer excellent
engine skid plate protection that has
proven itself time and again in the Baja
500 and 1000.
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DUNCAN BANSHEE
came dalive in the dunes, While we
felt the engine ran weall on the hard-
pack, it was much more at home in
the sand. The strong 1]:1n.'lr;|:]-;;r.* cnd
top-end hits aore more easily
absorbed by the saond and the pad

dles and the power transfers much

more smoothly in this environmenl.
VWhile cur machine o commp
mise between midrange and hi
rev _nr*[':':u'uuutr'n* it -i-
farared the

LIS

SpaciTurm.

For pure adrenaline-pumping per-
formanece, the DR Dual-Sport Banshee
engine kit gets our vote of confidence
for a kick-in-the seat power pockage.
It hos power, speed, handling, good
locks and a reputation for reliability
Wht rore could you ask for?

For meora information, contact Duan-
can Racing, 10734 Kenney 5t., Sta. A,
Santes, CTA 92071; (619) 258-6306. O
- A DR Master flow intake manifold
and boost bottle system combined
with DR Pyramid Reeds and Keihin
34mm PJ carbs to give the machine a
powerful midrange hit that exploded
to a top-end rush that would make
any horsepower junkie happy.
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