SEERFORMANCE PROJECGH

FLYING
THE

By Jesse Wozniak Exbitors note: This is the first squment of o two-part story an oo Z400 project

THE NEW SUZUIlAI
2400 IS GOO0D, BUT
WE MAKE IT BETTER

Mo doubt about it, the Suzuki 2400 — and Kaxwasaki KEX4$00 bor that matter —
is & great hilee. Stock for gock its berter them most, bt few serios ATY
enthnisiasts ever settle for a stock bike. With help from the aflermarket, we wok a
beme-stock Z400 and tumed it inta & mote Legiimate performer; we call it “The
Flying 2." For this issue, we added mainly bolt-on performance-enhancing mods.

First Step

Mike Findley, of Temecula Motorspors in Southern California, is a big supponer
of ATV racing, He was excited to be part of the project, and quickly sent us the
new Suzukd. W had mo real cormplaings abour the stock bilee, bk wee dicd want 1
imarone i Bew things
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We left the oylinders alone, this time, on
our project Suzuki Z400, bhul did add a few
stellar pﬂl‘l! fronm DEACan H-HE'I'IE. Hall
Deslgn, One Industries, TAG and more.

Power leuder than the sock syaerm and
Mo et how fast a stock ATV i5, someone improved cur Sumnkis power
always wants it to go faster. This wsed to be numbers, Dumcam Racing says this
gasier than it is tnday, acconding to Duncan package should gve usa 10- o 15-
Racings Loren Duncan. He explains that in prercent g in worgue and poswer
the old days, lactory-built meotor components

and exhaust systems wene easy o improve Suspension

upan. Mow, more developrent goes into the Any time you make an aggressive
perlormance of the stock components, and chiange o an ATVE etigine and
wour average hop-up shops products meay povwer, you'll want to comsider
even skow vour machine doan. uparading the suspension, 100, W

Duncans Z400 power exhaust system
underwent a tom of testing and development.
The sainless-seel header pipe and exhaust
pipe. mated to the aluminum Fat Boy 4

We improved the Z400°%
suspension, power
numbers and handling
with these bolt-on

miafller, msnl just for looks components. So far, the
Wi added a Pro Design Pro Flo air filter kit Suzuki has proven more
il the DR shop, This ki beoer fis the 2400, durable and easier to

and is extrernely easy to install. Duncan Racing ride, especially in the
then mounted a K& lier on (he hillet- ::"":]“: ﬂ:m.;l'h&lwiﬂ:r
aluminum flter lange. To create more airflow, n:mhlf'li::ﬂ::“thzn 4
we rermonerd the stock air bos lid, Alomg with new shocks and tires,
the updated imtake and exhaust, Cuncan made improved the Z's

changes wocarbureror jewing, The exhaus (s cornering abilities.




BERFFOAMANCE PROJECHD

decided a Boll Design Lobao I ront end woukd

be bener lor cur new Z. The Roll Design front
end iz 2.5 inches wider than siock Bor more
stahitiny Roll designed the unit so it sccepts
the stock Suzuki front spindles

Olien, on two-stroke machines, the A-arms

are moved forward to increase traction by
placing more weight on the rear end, During
developrent, Roll discovered the stock
wheelbase worked best becavse the four-
stroke powerpknt supplied pletwy of traction.

W added a Roll Design steering stem,
which is 1.3 inches taller. This device makes
the Z rrore comlomable bor riders 6 foot and
taller. The chrome stem looks trick and is
stromger than the Sjock wnit,

The Roll front A-amms wilize a different
prometry than the stock wnits and moust be
used with long-ravel ahermarket shocks. W
added MOTOWOZ shocks in the front and
rear. These rebuildable shocks use rple-rate
springs and high-Aow hoses. The threaded,
adjustable cross-over rings allow the rider 1o
change the elfective spring eme with the
shocks mounted on the quad.

The MOTOWOE rear shock: for the 2400
increases the travel withowt replacing the
swingarm. [t offers the adjustable, threaded
cross-over rings and che high-flow hose, too.
The machine has an aggressive stance anxd
better ride with the mew suspension,

W mounzed ITP Holeshot tines with ITFPs
new T9 wheel, fromt and rear, The T-9 s 190
thick for strengnh, ITF saps the rolled-bead
design i both stronger and the new semi-clover
design in the center of the wheel snes weight,

Finishing Touches

W ket st of 1he assembly desails w Gary
Barger (Former Mickey Thompson Grand-
Prix ATV-Fro meclanic), He inssalled rhse
performance products, then added several

Small items, like this Duncan foot
shifter and the Roll Design/IMS foot
pegs; are aegsthelic and durable
upgrades over stock.
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Temecula Motersperts loaned us one of its Suzuki Z400s so we could improve
its handling, power and appeal. Mission accomplished. Stay tuned for morel

othet nems to give the Za more wholesome
lowks aned el

Borger mounted TAG T2 “CR-HI™ bars 1o
the Roll mem using a Roll big-har mounting
kit. This kit meunts casily woibe Boll siem
and will accommeadate any 11/8-inch
handlehar, Extended A-arms force youa o
switch 1 longer brake lines, woo. Borger
insralled Duncan Bacings steel-braided brake
lines in front, These cables give e quads
front beakes a mote positive {eel and
additional braking power.

Although we ron the sock swinganm in
the rear (for now), we had 1o replace the ade
after it bent during our initial ride, Dugablue
supplied an adjusable rear width axde fora
replacement. Borger trimmed the stock plastic
to reckuce winkd resistance and give the 2400 a

We noticed impraved power gains —
specifllcally mid-range pop — with
tha Duncan Racing Fat Boy 4
exhaust system.

A Rall Design slearing stem mada
our test £ more controllable and
increased the height of our TAG T2
bars. The new handlebar position
and band is a better fit for us.

Our miodifications included adding a
Roll Design front-end, MOTOWDOE
shacks, Duncan Racing front
bumper and ITP Holeshots.




new bocke A Duncan Racing bumiper
rounded ot the aesthetics,

The Ride
Alver working with Tuncan Baclng and  Borger,
wee knew wee hacl improved on the stodker,
otwvimely: Afer riding it, however, we were
surprrisee s just oo dallerent the quesd was
Even without inner engine mds, this bile rips!
The power min leels consisient
througheut the powerband, Power wise, we
noticed a slight improvement on bodh the
bottom-end and the top-end. This mid-range
powver was the best change, There isa definke
power il i the middle now: The improved

Durablue gave us an axle after we bent
the stock axle during break-In.

powerband works well with the new tires o
provide nstanianeons rction.

Al these new speeds the suspension was
put to the test as well. The wider Z400 really
has tha “rmce bike” leel, The improved
stability and lower center of aravity really
paid ol in the ums. The shocks lower the
riche height amid prevent the bilke fom Lipping
in the cormers and smoothed the rough nits
and bumpy The ride was more plush and
handbed the hig obstacles and jumps betier
them sock, The MOTOWOE shocks held up
1o ourall-day abuse.

We're plad we added the Roll DesignAbS
[oot pegs. This sddition sounds minor, but
the wider platfonm impeoved our riding
comfort and sbiliy

In il stock form, the 2400 is rather
combonahle, with a norrow fuel tank and
widle seat A One Industries scat cover kept us
in the saddle.

Next Step

Wi ame L“u‘:-!-:ll:lll.;_ [orward 1o irapncnss |!_5'| Tae
Flying Z even more. This firs stepris a good
staning pein b riders oot keoldng for a full-
blown, high-dollar racer. Inthe nest issue

we'ne going to take this machine o the ness

bevel. Wie're about 1o tum this machine into a
sertons pro-level MY mes Tike, Check Tckoo
soe what we've done, and what pro racer Doug,
Eichmer thimbes of our new machine. ATvS

» Duscan Racing (19/258-5306)
WL D IRCanacing.am

+ Durablee [714/532-6800, wwnw, durablus_com
* INT5: (D09G53-TT .00, whw. Imsproducts.com

« [TP [909/923-TTS3E www_itptires com

* KEH (EDREE-T23); woarw, krpowersports. com
& BSOTOWILL {61955 2E29); wiesr. mb| WIE. Com

* One Indurcties [RSEET4-0TEN:
WWALInZin eSS, coey

» Prn Desiiga [T14/534-0620)

* Fiall Design [TBOT31-3520);
www. il ldesign. com

= T Bokals (5 0/T95-6255);
wuw, tagmetals. com

= Tamecula Mokorepors (9009594123

wight from sand tre

LT |-| wrlh [

1 Frany iregs
n mand tares

KENDA

“ www.kendausa.com




