


Duncan’s Bc.msh'e'e”
Still Rules PDV, But
The Four—Srrokes

Are Coming
Story and photos by
Bill “WBGO” Lanphier
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DUNCAN RACING PDV FOUR-STOKES

They may not be as exotic as the Banshee, but the Duncan four-strokes are
still premier, world-class racing machines. Particulaly with a relatively
new model at an endurance event, tuners walk a [ine line between speed
and reliability. It takes time to learn what will work and what worn't

Last year, the team felt safer keeping the Honda at steck displacement.
With a year of development, they opted 1o bump it up 20cc with
Duncan’ 470 National Kit. With a bigger piston, the YFZ is pushed from
430 1o 460cc. Both machines get Knife Rods piston rods, which are
stronger than stocl. Both quads also benelit [rom Duncans DR HP4 kit
(head porting, guides, springs, cam anc re-cur valve seats), plus larger
capacity Fluidyne radiators. The YFZ retains the stock carb, while the
Honda gets a Keihin 40mm FCR. “The Edelbrock makes maore power,
but the quad deesn't start as easy,” says Loren Duncan, “and with three
separate dead-engine starts a1 PDV, stanting is critical.”

Are the four-strokes getting much faster? Oh, yeah! Says Duncan, e
tan 16/35 gearing on the YFZ this year and the motor pulled it. Thats
hauling butt. Tavis [Cain] said that no one ever came ¢lose to him on the
straights.” The team geared up the Honda, wo, and it pulled a one-tooth
smaller rear sprocket, compared to last year.

While the Honda runs stock brakes, the team went with 11200
master cylinders on the YFZ. “Unusual setups are the last thing you want
on & quad thats going to be raced for 12 hours. But 1wouldn't call those
muaster cylinders wild or unusual. We've been running that braking selup
on the Banshee for several vears. The stock brakes on the YFZ work great
for MX, but they wouldn't last at POV

Though the four-strokes are getting, prewy competitive in the speed
department, it was little things that bit not enly Duncan but several teams
running them. Each vear, the PDV eams learn a little more about what
will hold up at there and what wont. The YFZ problem this year for
Durcan was a water fitting, a relatively miner thing, but enough to keep
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Duncans YFZ off the podium.

“The big items like the brakes, tranny and cluich are sorted out on the
YEZ," says Duncan, “but this year the water fiiing broke right out of the
cylinder head from vibration. Fortunately, the rider came in quick
encugh that we didn seize the motor, But it didn't have a drop of eoolant
in it! For vears we've chased down things like this on the Banshee. We've
learned tons of sl here and racing the desert back in the early 90s. We
Jnorw whiats going to happen with the Banshee. With a relatively newer
model like the YFZ, we just don’t know.”

The same goes for the Honda. The team had only one major
problem, but it kept them [rom a deceru linish. “The swingarm pivo
holt sheared and, becanse it goes through the back of the center cases, it
broke thern our and left 2 hole as big as your hand. Tt was still running
but, even with patching, wouldnt ran another seven hours without
destroying itself. Tt was just a freak thing, but we'll come back next year
with a custom pivot bolt,”

You might think that, with all of Duncan’s mods for PDV, the Hona
and YFZ would feel pretty similar, but the basic personality of each
machine still comes through. “The Honda is now very fast,” Duncan says,
“hut its also easier to ride and doesn Fatigue the rider like the YFZ and
Banshee can. And, il you're not a solid rider, the YFZ can bite you. Its
more of a high-strung thoroughbred or Ferran. The Honda just wont
reward the stronger rider like the YFZ will. The acceleration and steering
are very quick, making it easier to dart around and make a pass, You can
stick it in a lot of places.”

For next year, Duncan/ATY World will run the same basic setups on
the YFZ, Hondla and Banshee, “The changes will be small,” he says.
“We're already there with the Banshee and we've made hig stricles since
200+ on the four-sirokes. We're not oo far from having them on the
poclivim ar POV
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« it's certainly not the best for motocross, but the Banshee has become the
machine of cholce for Pont de Vaux., Duncan Racing Banshees have won there
more than a half-dozen times and this 2005 version is the latest champion.

Z. Look close and you'll see all kinds of interesting but super-reliable stuff on
the Banshee. The brakes are froim a FuJd 1 200 motorcycle, the axie is for an
LT5D0R; the oversize chaln is a 530 and the Willlams brakelights are very
high tech. The downturned silancer tip meats very strict PDV smnd
restrictions.

Doug Eichner was too busy in

the night session to notice
“ihe spectacular sunset. The

team finished this session
‘more than five minutes

ahead of the competition.
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“They're awesome,” says Duncan. “As bright as automobile lighting." The
Banshee runs a Satan 125-wall stator while, for greater reliability on the
newer machines, the Honda and YFZ run stock stators. This year, one of
the Banshee lights got knocked off and, for the 2006 race, the team plans
to make sturdier and faster quick-change light mounts for that machine
and the Honda.

Other components that may seem like they should be fixed, were
intentionally leflt alone. “The Banshee tires were almost bald in the
last two sessions,” Duncan says, “but when its misting at night and
the track is wacky, having more rubber on the ground makes the
Banshee handle and hook up beter. Eichner and Mitchell really
know how to roll on the throule and find traction. We did stan 10
worry about punctures, however, and il we thought we needed 10
win the last session 1o win the race, we would have taken the time 1o
pit for new tires, When the tracks really wet, though, nothing works,
The organization drenched the track belore the second session. Tavis
Cain, on the YFZ, was trying to pass on a l[ast straight and he go
almost fully sideways-wide open.”

Though lour-strokes now greatly outnumber the owo-strokes at Pont de
Vi (and at just about everything other track in the world) Duncan plans
to stick with the Banshee. “We'll runiit at PRV until it gets beat. When
traction is good., its faster. Of course, when traction isn't good, throtile

LEFT: Unlike the other two Duncan quads,
the YFZ runs Roll Design A-arms and
swingarm.

RIGHT: You think you're seeing a Banshee,
but from this view aonly the plastic is from
that ATV. The rest i= Laeger's; Elka, Duncan
Racing, Trail Tech; Honda, AC Racing,
Goldspeed and Maxxis.

control is really important, even on our Banshee, which is pretty tractable.”

For Duncan and chiel mechanic Martin Fletcher, it would be tough to
step away from a machine thats been so long in development. “1 hope we
can win with the Banshee next year. We build the best bike we possibly
can. During this years race, Martin and | wrote three pages of notes on
things we can improve on to keep the competition at bay. In planning lor
each year, I look at notes dating back several years. If the Banshee is still
winning in five vears, we'll still mun i

All this begs the question, if the Banshee 1s faster, why is evervone on
four-srokes? “Many riders today dont have experience on the Banshee,”
Duncan says. “They know only four-strokes. The Banshee requires such a
different style of riding and there just aren’t that many riders who can be
competitive on it. Even though its faster, I'd guess that, for the majority of
riders at POV, il they rode Doug and John’ Banshee, they wouldnt like it.
OF conrse, there are some guys who can ride a Banshee, but have
sponsorships 1o ride the Honda, YFZ or other bikes.”

Price and availability are other factors. Anyone can buy a YFZ or
450R and, for a modest investment, go racing. But to buy and then
build up a Banshee like Duncan'’s would cost three times as much,
according to Duncan. “No doubt, {our strokes are taking over,” he
says, “but the Banshee’ still the king at PDV and to retire it now
would be stupid.” ATvS
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SLOTV. An Americanracer goes o~
Francé and beats rench seven times.
Yes, we're talking about bicyele racer
Lance Afmstrong, but we're also talking
about quad racer Doug Eichn |
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Riders like Eichner were no doubt too g By . - QUADV|LLE
busy to notice the spectacular sunset on e | B | It's only fitting that a world-class event

Saturday. And they may B iy w?"_ . : g 8 | like Pont de Vaux should have plenty of
dering what th& ensuing four hours ::E

racing through t_h.l,f-‘ darkpess would hrln{.'i' fanfare surrounding it. From Friday

until Sunday, activities in the little
village and nearby track go on non-
- —h | : - stop from moming until well into the

3 : e night. Pont de Vaux is like no other ATV
event in the world.

This year, the winningest rider in the
history of Pont de Vaux, the anmual 12-
hour fua = in France, tied Lance
Armstrongs record of seven victories in
France. Granted, Eichner raced around for
only two days instead of three weeks, but
the ride was way more brutal — blinding

L_-I- s 10 '_-J-.. MrH — and when a blue
elops and traction is good, the
unstoppable. But outside

itk all marbles and when it

that case. the 114 riders on lour-strokes
have a nlhlnl- L u].-lnl e n'-n.rliu_ SiX [Wo-
e outside of
qmble,
Day One

Pont de Vaux is unusual in that practice
i_1'|_'j|'.|_ -.'_11_1;3]i|-' 'ir'|1__' happen at the same ome,

in qualifying. The team rushed to install a
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All three sessions begin with a LeMans-style start and the spectators love it. Maxxis
is the primary sponsor of the event, which this year drew 450 riders, including those

in the amateur "“Guad Contest” clazs.

spare engine but didn't have enough time
1o put in a good qualifying lap. Eichner and
a second CT quad piloted by Mic Granlund
also failed 1o getin a good lap. But a CT
sponsored team with Frenchman Romain
Couprie and upcoming American pro Pat
Brown riding a Yamaha France YFZ posted
the fastest qualifying lap. Coupries team
finished third last year at FDV.

Two hours alter the dust settled from
qualifying, the first of three sessions began
and the roar of 120 quads filled the French

countryside. The Walsh/KTM 525 ridden
by young but very fast Americans Josh
Creamer, Jeremy Lawson {seconth-last year
at PDV} and Cody Grant jumped into the
lead. Following in second was the Honda
piloted by Brit Paul Winrow, who took his
first of three wins at PDV way baclk in
19492, Browns YFZ followed in third.

Tero hours later it was Creamer, Eichner,
Brown and Winrow, Soon after, though,
Winrow’s team rolled to a stop after a
prototype steening stem snapped on its

With just 15 minutes to go In the 2005 PDV, Doug Eichner [black cap) watch-
es intently for teammate John Mitchell to come around for the final few laps.
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Honda 450, Creamers team was not withou
steering problems of its own. Said Fredericks,
“We spun out and got hit hard, bending the
steering stem and screwing up the alignment.”
After a frantic debate in the pits over which
tierod end had reverse threads, the team
wrenched on the quad, eveballed the alignment,
called it good and headed back out — with
valuable time lost,

Said Fichner of Creamer’s team, “They're fast.
Those four-strokes hook up hard in the corners.
We're faster than most teams on the straights,
but Brown's team ran side by side with us a few
times.” When the three-hour session was done,
Eichner had the lead, followed by Brown, who
posted the fastest lap of the session, and in third
a team of Spain’ top racers.

The five-hour second session starts just
before dusk and ends at 1 a.m. After one hour,
Creamers team held down the lead in that
session, followed by Winrow and the same
DS630 that took the big spill in qualifying. After
three hours, the YFZ of three-time PDY winner
Gregory Lassaipne moved into the lead and on
the same lap were Eichner and Creamer. Then
an intermittent electrical problem reared its ugly
head on Creamers quad. By the time they solved
the problem they had dropped te 50th place in
the session and an overall victory was out of
reach. MNext, Lassaione srenaded an engine and
his team was out of the running, woo.

When the night session ended and the tally
for hoth sessions was in, Eichner and Mitchell
were ahead by six minutes. Sobrado’s Spanish
team was in second, followed by Winrow and
the Arsene Racing team including Frenchman
Cyril Lamet. Lamel posted the fasiest lap of the
night session and was on the PDV-winning
tearm in 2002

Day Two

The beginning of the third session proved that,
with a race as long as PDV, even the winning
teamn can get away with crashing a few times.
Fichner explains, “Brown's quad came over into
me and | went over the barrier. | hadn' seen the
bottom of the quad vet and wanted to check it
out.” Mot too long after that, Eichner came up
too [z on lappers and bailed off the quad again.
“The quad didn go upside-down that time, but
my landing hurt more,” said Eichner.

Brown's quad wasn't upside down, but it was
in way worse shape than Eichners. Already
festooned with duct tape, zip ties, bungee chords,
tie downs and safery wire, the quad pited in the
third sessiom 1o cinch down the subframe, which
was hanging on by a thread. When seconds

| INSIDE PONT DE VAUX

| = Annual, quad-only race started in

1287 and held near the village of Pont
dé Vaux (pon-duh-voh) in east-central

| France.

= A field of 120 two- or three rider-teams
compete on machines between 250

| and 1,000cc.

= Countries represented this vear:
France, USA, Canada, Netheriands,
Belgium, Great Britain, Denmark,

| Moroceo, Scotland, Canada, Poland,

| Ireland, North Ireland, Czech Republic,

Spain, Germany.

|+ High-speed but rough, 2.3-mile TT-

| shyle grass circuit with four jumps.

| Longest straight is 1/3 mile. Maximum
track width is 15 feet.

|+ The race is held over two days and

| divided info fhree sessions, one of thema

night session with lights on the quads.
Grid position for all sessions is
determired by mass qualifying. Each

| session begins with a LeMans-style start:

machines, Computer scorng.
+ Between each race sassion quads are
kocked into an impound area. Repairs can

| bemade only during the race sessions,
| = Thewinning team has completed the
| most number of laps at the end of 12

| hours.

+ Related activities: camival rides,
freestyle quad show, disco, ATV
manufacturer displays, ATV rides, and a

| rider presentation and parade in town,

plus vendors for food, alcohol, ATV
accessories and apparel.

|+ For more information about the 2006

POV, which will be held in August, check
cut POV Racing at wwwpdvracing.com,
info @ pcvracing.com.

Early in qualifying, the top-finish-
ing DS650 from last year's PDV
went tumbling. The rider was
pretty sore but uninjured and the
team went on to gualify in the
top 10. Though speeds are very
high at PDV, serious injuries are
not as common as might be
expected.
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count, theres no time 10 get out a welder, so you

make do the best you can. Pont de Vaux is brutal
on machines and the psyche of the teams trying

to keep them together.

Other quads, like Sobrado’s Honda from
Spain, were blessed with smooth sailing. Said a
tearmn member, “No problems for us. Not even
little ones.” The quad, with a huge gas tank,
made its final pit stop with an hour and a half
left to go in the event.

With one hour to go, Eichners team made its
final pit stop and John Mitchell hopped aboard
1o ride out the remainder of the race. Although
the team didn’t plan ahead who would finish out
the race, Eichner joked, “We're letting John
finish it out and take the checkered flag, He
needs the glory,”

When the checkers lell, Creamers quad had
posted the lastest lap and completed the most
number of laps for the final session. But the overall
win for PDV 2005 went to Eichner and Mitchell.
The Spanish team was jubilant to finish second
overall. Said a team member, “Spains best finish
here beflore today was fifth, back in 2003. Its a very
big deal now lor us to finish right behind the #1
PuncardATV World team.”

Lamets team, in third, was also ecstatic. Said
teammate Sylvain Arseneault, “We're very happy: In
2004, [ was on the podium at La Tuques [Cuebec]
and that was great. But its not Pont de Vaue Its wild
1o be on the podium here.”

Eichner reflected on his seven wins like
someone who's at the top of his game and about
reacy to move on, “I've gotta give some thought
to whether I'll come back next vear. [ don't want
to break Lances record.” .

Aw come on, Doug. You know vou do. aATvS &8

QUALIFYING  SESSION MILES
RIDERS COUNTRIES - THE* FINISHES COMPLETED
230,78 1/1/2

538

3. LMIMIEE.IMTLEH Fl?l'[ﬂﬂ'f'i‘lﬂhfﬁm 23590 13/4/6 M2
4 Couprie/Brovm/Dutie France/USA/Framce 24688  2/5/10 54
l} 1

5. Vanpevenagyge /Hieft (Hieft  Belgium 25518  18/8/7 &1
© 6. Mestens/Pion/Pion . Belgm 25413 7/M/5 5B
7. Creamer/Lawson /Grant  USA 24858  4/59/1 500
T e e e B AT B
g H:mummagm;m ﬁamrm,rram 25530  17/21/8 4% |
10, Villmix /SousaBorges. France A A/TIB 4%

Other Americans competing were: Andy Ladegins, Tavis Cain, Chad Lobr, Nic Granlund, Harold Goodman, Josh
Fredericks, lan Buckingham, Lenny Duncan, Gale Downen aﬂ{}mm
™ Mass qualification
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1. It's not often that everyone on the podium is happy with their finish, but
that was the case this year at PDV. Countries represented on the podium

were Spain, Scotland, USA, France and Canada.

2. This team of French women relax prior to the Friday parade from the vil-
lage to the track. In the final women’s standings, they took second behind
another French team. We applaud anyone, male or female, who can hang
onte a quad for 12 hours on a track that's as rough and fast as PDV.

3. Were it not for a intermittent electrical problem, the super-fast young
Americans on this Walsh/KTM certainly would have made the podium —

maybe taken the win.

Yamaha Banshee
Honda THX450
Honda TRX450
Yamaha YFZ
Yamaha YFZ

P

Walsh Briel KTM 525
Vamaha YFZ

Pofaris Predator
Honda TRX450

MAIN SPONSORS
ATV World, Duncan Racing, Yamaha, Laeger's, Ella

‘Ducros Vahiné, Honda Espana, Cuskom Axis Laegers Mads

Honda Europe, Gokdspeed, Douglas, PXP. RMF

- Yamaha, |pone, Goldspeed, Afar, Bud Racing

Tibermont, Yamaha Belgique, AXE AMP, Durablue
Team Piron, Scott, Ari, Moo Performance.
Quad Briel, Walsh Race Craft, TR Motul, Elka
Team Quadyband Racing Team
Ipone, Kenny, Goldspeed, Beringer, CAD
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