Withsmore :ﬂ_'lan L -D-W %; k
in ait&::mﬂrht cag-
mrlen, DLF 'nun__

P o

“PERFORMANGE PROJECT

i

We added typical
s woods riding parts
o i) _!.I!I.ﬂ other cosmetic




By Jerrod Kelley

An Affordable Potion
For Making Your
Yamaha Warrior Excel

Many people see the Yamaha Warrior 350 four-stroke as old hal. It's slower than all the nevfangled four-
stroke models, it's as ugly as a hippopotamus and some would argue it's as heavy as one, too.

For other reasons, however, people continue fo buy this fun-but-aging model. That's probably why Yamaha
hasn't rushed to create a magic potion to improve or alter the Warrfor. Yamaha must believe in the “if it aint
broke, don't fix it" sfogan, at least for this quad.

We don’t consider the Warrior Broken either. It's more like a frog waiting for a kiss. We love ATVs, but
kissing themn Is a little odd, even for us. So we did the next best thing. We brewed our own special spell to
transform the Warrior into a more appealing woods machine. Hocus-pocus!

Why?
I st ression v didd this project was o satisfe many of car readers
FECLIERDS, Ask il sloll receive, |i;|||§' seconid |:.; W ;||'.l,,|_',u|||.;_'|,|
this ATV, but bknew it couked be much berer, Third, the last imeswe rode
oer b=tk Warnior, the hesdlight bulbs popped o alier binding a
kew lange tablerop jumps. Finally, we have the pewer o this son of
Lhirg, arwed we're hringing youw along Tor the ride.

Wi coulel Fowve miace this guit really Ty and meady os compelitive as
sorne ol the Fro Production bikes inthe GRS serics, b we also
wanted 1o buikl o Warror everyone could allond. Think of this Warrior
F1H ﬁH =R WTH ils mces

W conld wse these products o budld your ewn \Warmor, or you could
|".~I|.!-C andl chiweg =i :_'|||-:_|i||;_' 10 your :"\l',;l;,:l.i_'_l,'l —which iL-_'|1'p;:.11,Lr||,~|,~|;|_
the most. W didn |:ILIi|lJ.:|I|.'|.|LI.:=.I.:.:|I rice, bevanse i woak] reguing kil
sawiteh, number plates amd mone. But thae may be the nesa logical sep.

Duncan Racing

{0 L2586 080, wwauncan e com )

Because of cost concems, we stayed away Trom significan enggne

e ilicanmons sl opted for an easier amed more allordable abernative.
[Drumscan Bax il1:.!_!'.;'.-. e usa KeErh ler, Conwesars [her cover, a DI |'._1|":-:'-"-.'
4 lour-stroke exhavet system inchading jets and a from burnper. The
Oliiterwies el ws man the Warrior with its aidsos cover removed.

[hough the Catboy system is much louder than the Warriors sieck
slevicer, il lsa -\.i1:|||c arresler ar o eiore psephle |1~'|'\-.'.'|_'r_|_*-_\:'u_'|_'i.h||:':;
tlowen low amd through the mid-range. The siinless-sweel sysiem has
what Duncas calls a “brite Gnish.” It vses an O-ring seal between the cail
pipe and the muler joint. The rebuildable and repackable muler oses
a stainless oo, oo

O che pesil, onar Watrior imnpressed ws winh Bobins hearty souncd
arl improved power. The throthe waes snappier and the power didnt
regubne us 1o dewrshill as moch wclimb hills. The Warrior now has a
steatly power delivery tha caries around shaips coeners, withou
moeding Lo change gears. Instead, we just feather the duich and pound
the thurotle wpon exil,

Im ztock formy, the Warrior would have a diflicult tme roosting oar
R centers tacky dint with the heavier tire-and-wheel combowe
acbcded. The additioasl power ke ke more-ngeressve tines chuming
arcerid = pEy Cormers.

Mz Bacing siys jenting, components and riding conditions play
an imporant pan in gaining the mos pedonrance —wpoa 13
prereent increase — from this system.

]!-_':. adid ing ke Mo |'.:'r.~ul:.;|'| Prcs Flonae aniebse [ 12, Fatner air Gilter.
pipe and proper jenting, our Warrior now burmnped our anound 21 1,
I'|||_I5-_'|'||}' 1% TR :h;,m ||'|-;_' :-{:_u_l-:l_"r_

Wiz also added a provdished DR B s monned cam our Mo
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fremr endd. This bumper might not add as much

I
peotection as some Lieger unbis, ban it inereases (e
Warmiors conlmess,

AFCO Racing
(B1 289 7-0000; wwrwalcoracing com)
Astde From acleding mose poaver, wis Jonew we Tad 1o
improve the Warmiors suspension, especially for our 200-
pound test riders. We addisd AFCO Racingh cross-gountry
shiocks in the frontand rear Thee front shedks will sccepla reowse
seservaoir, thousgh we opted o go without, The [rong shocks use a dual-
rate spring svareo and s adjusiable for compression dimping,

As crazy a5 it sounds, we mounied the shocks two ways — AFCO
santcl ins upao the e, The Brst setup puns che seeoncdany spang ea

bottam bl the second configuration putsthe secondary spring on top.

Wiz likuedd the resulis [rom the second approach. I reduced the from
ol rebonand, amapronl che everall Bsandlang feel forour s siders
and macke the most scnse.

The reas shock has a e reservaoie asndd o dual-sie seop. We
founid the miost irovble dding across @ Tt field and hiwing a small
swashonta full speedd, T Tock enc seoulid ofien swap s rebouind
too gpuickhy W haed 1o Fumip up the compression ratic—viaa
reservoit-restred knod — o improse 1he rear shock, Alier our
awitch, however, the rear shock perfonmed mone smocthhy

AFCO designs the rear shock with a thin secondary spring, which
COTTIPCASES 18 SO0 ) fecker eouns the ATV Tor 3.:_1r|.'l_:.' gernfs, This
zetup keeps the shock ports intact dudng rough conditions.

Maxxis International

LB BAARKLS: wwwmieds.com )

Wi chose 21 % ¥ 10 Troas Baze 2 e ancd she Bighly aperessbve 2kinch
rear Bazr 2= Boch the front and rear tires are sis-ply; a perfect setup for
the winels

Mazds saws these Lines have odoeper, mone agressive lug desipned
(o incresse raction inall sons ol ermin and impaove braking, wo, We
sgree! These tines supplice our Wartior with mons than enoaich
traction, reo macter i we rode in the sand, hard pack or the wer, black
chirt ool ooe B &7 D cemter,

The Fazr 2 tires zeem o trsck boater than the erigingl Razre treads, a
Vet dlutimy his ess, W never lownid the hack end wanting 1o slids
swrcined or elip throughs a comer Tike the Baze MX vines did inour tine
tes carlier this year. Better iraction and braking, more resistance o

Prices
= Fatbay 4 compietn edwust {5559) = CEET Flarme graphics kit coompete (51500
= Berll-on burTrckoona (5400 = Wbaier plastics o fencders, rear
« Bpark srester sereen (315) fenders and fron hoed ($£22]
+KEH EHer {555] + DG Performance alloy nerf bars (5134)
+ Replacament je (53] +Cycra Pro Bend Racer Pack;
= P Dhesign Pro Plcew kit (5184 aluminum {5105
« Mapora Jack hdranfic chach = DP Brakes chch kit (560+)

gyilem (ST40) = D Birakes bk pads (3324)
+Mapara ¥:Line Bulge handlebors (3907 +PRM Products; Desert bar (5531,
+¥:Linajpad (513) swingarm plate (4309, A-amm pliies
«X-Line Dukge Bar clamp kit {545} (5:546+), botsom frame platz ($35+)
= o Macess Rar 2 31 x 7-10 (396 3] = AFCCH Rascin alacs [51,426)
+Pear Maxds Rear 2 200119 (5111 ea)
+Diguglas Whedd Ultimate standard

spun abomiwm (et $160, rear 125 Total ($4,428)
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We added AFCO Racing shocks
all the way around. The dual-
rate springs improved gur
Warrior’s ride, bult did add o the
overall price.

[runcruees, less rolkwver and bener
trncking abdliny make these tires wdeal :
for woods dding, They excelled inthe
el Bevter o the onginal Raze ties
we've tested im the st

Douglas Wheel

[BOOTACE-RIM; wanwdouplaswhesloom)
Drauizlas Wheel pantnered with Mais for this project,

Masewis mounted izs Razr 25 on Deuglas Wheel Ulimare wheels. These

stamdand spun-aheminuon wheels Tave asiniegzal Bead lock wath seel

munt plates for masdmum srength.

This is anypical sevap bor eress-couniry eacing because eocks and
trees can ip a tine off the bead, Chwioushy, bead lecks prevent this from
happening, The wheels look awesome, o, with a polished finish and
buolier ddesign, The rocks and stumps on our propeny didn phase ths
tire-and-wheel combination.

DP Brakes

LT TGRS L-B806; wwwdp-hrakes.com)

DF Brakes does mare than just haking eouipment. [1ako intooduced
s o line of replacement chinches We insened a D Brakes clurch kit
— which consizis of fiction plaves, spangs amd dove plates — intoeer
Warrior. This kit decsnt need to be soaked in ol and installs in roughly
|5 geigvotes, Make sire :'.'I.J'.l]II\'I,' i |:|._'_|:ﬂ."|:x|'|'.-::|'|l cliilely eoneer i,_t_.'l._"uh'[ anil
the proper tools (lorgue wrench, eowners manual) before diving inte
this peoject.

The kit cladimes o inenzse txtion, Tywheel el and sanming
bocause it is almos a pound beavier than the stock system. The duich
perfotmed fawlessly forus

Wiz also installed DFs Pro ATY brake pads all the way amouncd,
These pods ane desipned for exareme conditions, wet or diy The HEH-
rated [cion mazenial i supposed to create on-a-dime stopgang power
withour Bxding. Inszalling these pacds was a snap. 1 iakes, liverally, 15
mintes 1o o all thee

The DP Brakes pads wene superior compared o our stock pads,
kel bl Beery alfneed |‘:-}' roagd, sewsd A wser, Thae |'|.."|-:J~'..!||'|L|!|I-.’!n.'-|:“1.1
aur Warriors stopping abilities and meant we cowld hold onto the
powvet thar mvch aager when esrering & wum. Combined with the
Mlaois Rz 2 vires, our Braking 1s far bewer than fock,

PRM Products
(I LBA5-3605,

RN T
PEM Precuets is known in thid GROC mdng
settes for same of the most well-made and
Beely ATV ammor. Honedneds of mcers

Maxuxis International suppllied
the GHCC race-proven Razr 2
lires for the Wamion Theso
six-ply tires impraved our
machine's traction and brak-
Ing. DPouglas Wheeal UHimate
wheels with bead lock retain-
ers made sure the Razr 2 tires
slayed an.
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Wilhout tearing apart the engine — and with the
airbax caver ol — we increased harsepawear wikth
a Duncan Raclng Fatbay 4 exbaust, KEM filler,
Pro Design Pro Flow Mange and praper jelting.

run ils skid plates, Susmmit bampers and gk hars, W
aclcded o Boveorm T plae, A piae s,
swingaemn ke aned Desen graly bar,

These compoments are heavier than their
plastic counterpans, bul they are stronger and
betier looking, too. The ammaor mounded casily
andl was 3 valuable nsset during our et Part of
o propenty hes ocky: grasscovered slopes
alotig a creeb. Mo of the rocks are hidden and
can cause seriows damage 1o the underside of an
ATV if it docsnl have adequate prolection.

W clipped severl rocks and crossed an least
a dozen dovwned oees, Aside from a penny-sized
ding, the PRM frame place held upioihe rocks
and logs. The A-arm plates keep large roots, rocks
arwd bogrs from getting stuck inside thie A-arms and
destronving thes,

The reae Dasert gewd Do as ool exuea large with hanles, Foe
s hines withown reverse poar or lor sech ATV, b gives a nder
somewhene 1o grab o men the guad ancand.

DG Performance

130547 15w gperLeom)

Thengh sonne miders say neel bars ane jus anothee componenl 1o gt
hung upom during the mce, we think they protect our feet and legs and
coreider them a must, Thew al=o sz your rear wheels [om getting
Frookad upr oan trees, W wested this theory atour woods ik ansd
Teuningl mwdil,

W monmtedl the TG Alloy nerf havs, Unlike some svsiems, however,
these nerfs Toguined us 10owse the Waniors stock plaszic hecl guands.
Thongh this setupoworked for our siiesnion, we prefer replaicemem
aluminum foot wiclls, becanse they offer mone protection and strength.

Cycra

LG TAHGRG-S502, wwwoyerioom)

Ay true woods racing vehicle hus 1o have handguarnds, They save

knucklesand controls, including e — vt ot Bl
CROH Bk

costly pew Iyedrlic clmeh comnels [ o HO M Al Dea Cover

composents, We coukl hoave used
aarrller Do ek lever = one
stocker had 10 be mounted
diflerenthy to accommodate the
right bandpuan] — buta simple

afjussenen did the ek,

Magura
(BTEG95-2200; wwwmagra, com)
Because we were building a woods
machine, we wanted 1o neduce aom
purnp when vsing 3 rmansal-shilt
machiee, We acdded o Magurea Jack bydeaulic
clutch system that dees jus that. Tt creates an
easier pull and adjusts on the Ny, too, for convenicnce.
Hyvalrawlie elwiches have less Gding anad secpsine Jess pall when
thee clunch is applied
Wi found ancaching both the clurch ancd its skave cylindera ad
tricky: The tapered X-line Bulge bars left only a small amount of room
tor ol the master cvlinder, stock fppition switch and handpeard
mueants we added w the Warrier; tepical of a narmwer and Btter
papreneed T, W sedd zip ses s Cever craltsmmmship o Twold e shve
evlinder bn phee, lomoweos wheee the old elurch cable connecs ol
clurch side of the engine.

The Bulge handlebars retail for bess than $100, but that doesniy
inchude the mandstony Bulae Bar clamp kit or X-line bar pad. The
el R bers fhse Bacver bandlebars anach o the Warrior stock
steering e, Allours es) rders liked (he Tandlebaes and Townd e
ricde beight ideal.

Maier Manufacturing

L30T 20056, wwewmmaner-mig com)

The Warnioss stock hlacksand=redl colos scheme with fender
extensions leoked drab, sowe asked Maier lor replacement from
ferders, rear fenclers and avemed hoosd.,

Tor savie roughly 5400, you could skip buying new plastic. Inour
sninels, we were building s vew Warrien, o we wamied anew loek, oo,
Flus the Mader plastie procuced o betger Sune b owr ol plastic and
i secmed more seench resisiant, oo,

Mouming the plastie was simple and every connection lined up.We
el v v drall aws Bronles foor the nuose
COO LN g sorews, but ook 10

wee e bl Cyera sem vsits Pro
Pened Facer Mack which inclucdes
oversized plastic handshiclds,
aluminam Bar ends, right-Gt clanps
and ['ro Beawd oo guancks,

Wi Tk nes ety Lhe plastic
Manekshicleds to the aluminwm hars
using s supiplicd scll-tappimg serews
and wishers, Unlike some syslems |
e tested, Lhe alutinanm Bass e !

|

[re-edrillecd, however, andd Fnale
handshiclds perfectly. The th-avis
maounting system letsa rideracdjust the
hanelguareds foe o perlect it and e

secoticds, The platee accepied the CEET
Racing praphics kit witheowt inciden. Alter
our imitiad ficle, the plastic didn’ scem 1o
bz any worse for the wear anad cleaned up
micehy ot the locad wash bay

CEET Racing Products
(FEF-011 1 wwweectrwing.oom}
When we do performance projects, we
swaml B 1o D prvguee wowl aenctive, To
help witly ihis pan ol the project, we
ackded CEET Racings Flame graphics kit
Wi aclded the entire Flame Kits packagy,
which includles a seat cover i graphics

worl ] eehier loasdbelae
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Bacause we planned on
riding the Warriorin the
woods, we added security hor
our hands with Cyera's Pro Bend
handguards. Our Wardor recelved a new
Magura Jack chitch lever and DP Brakes chitch to
wilhstand the pressure of a tough woods joumey.

Then: an: males for mounting graphics kits (vis0 CEET: Wb sie),
Wi had brand new hMaicr plastic, so we couldnt use water mist e
eront the praphics, Instead, we eleaned she sew plassic wadiwann
soap and water to remove any hidden demicals, Alter drying the
platic, we carelilly o the karger stickers backing with a shagp krile,

PERFORMANGE PROJECT

Thils Jet wes e prostion of the graphics om while sveiding bonh aie
bubbles and a crooked loek, We woek our time with thiz, but vow could
dov it i Jess tham 30 minuces.

Tl s cowver bnstallavion & ey becasse b reguines 2 good
stapler ared paticnoe, Wi sct cur new seat cover in the sun to make it
easicr io stretch, bur a hean gun works, wo. Fivst, we removed our old
seal cover, Alter checking for any remaining soples, we showdy added
our new cover. For mare on the recommended mouming procedure,
visil CEETS Wb site. The new cover incorporated the Flame elements
on the rear of the seat and a very tacky “gripper” material in the
rriclelle of v sean aced around the el wank. The grphecs Beld upio
mud, a high-pressure washer and fuel. Thars right, we overdfilled the
Feel cank ot caur Waartkor, ke graphics
dixint budaz,

PEM Product’s Degart
grak bar might not be
essential for woods
racing; but its framo
plale, swingarm
plale and A-arm
platas protect vital
components from
ohstacles like rocks
and Rallen trecs.




The 2003 MX season OPCrer Saw a decent
furmoutl of Pro Production 'I]l.lad:h.. At next j’c-ﬂl'"
opener, expect ta see many mare. Battling
hére are Jahn Natalie (13); Josh Starectt [(Sd4),
Tirm Farr [d), Taviz Cain (6], Kory Ellis |53],
Doug Gust [55) and Jason Dunkelberger [(19).




-~ ean THE PRO PRODUCTION CLASS
- LEWEL THE PLAYING FIELD?

_ | :.:':_ = = New forthe EBDE'rral:mg Season, the All-Terrain Vehicle Association's (ATVA) Pro

~ Production ¢lass hoped to help reduce the cost of building a high-end race bike,”
__'_Z "Ievel the pla].rrng field and bring insponsors. With a list of guidelines, the ATVA
~hopesitcancreate.amore appealmg class that maintains ahigh-levelof
cbr‘npeﬂtmn.ﬂl [sclass carirun only stockframes with stock mounting points for
~thesuspension and only the engine cases oriainally desioned forthat frame, In
i : f ﬂ1em';,.rth|5 means these race ATVs aremuch closertothe machine sold at
e dE‘ﬂ:IEJ‘Shlr.'IS and bigsponsors are mofeds kelyto come onboard.
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Doug Gust has been dominating
on thizs Pro-Productian based
Suruki Z400.

Will b work? WWie'ne ot sunz, veL. But, Lo
gel o better idea, we rounded upa aroup of
people closely associmed with the new Pro
Froduction class. Cuncan Racings Loren
Duncan was 3 mesjor player in gelling the
class stariced. Duncan’ top rider in the class,
Tawis Cain, is [ilth in the current points
standings. Tom Carlson (TC Racing is the
chief muechanic and wner for the eurrent
clags teacler wnl Tormer GME champ Doug
Ciust. W also spoke with muhi-time GHC
champ Tim Farer, whob seoond in the poinis
race and Kory Ellis, now rusning is hird.

Frlitors Mote — Elsewhere in iz sfory,
vl ek @ closer Inal ar the Prg Pradacrion
race: ciinctels of Garst, Fors Ellis anel Cain,

ATV Sport: How dicd the new cliss come
abow?

Laren Duncare The future of the ariginal Fro
claca stasted coming wpintadls with Wame
Iinscn [Hinson Bacingl and we ok led i
thi Bzt thing [or the sport woulbd be to get
the cost dowrn, To build a compenitve Pro
class meschine o tades upawards of S30,000
amd thene is alten a bong wan 10 gl e,
This makes the playing fick] uneven and
entrics have been down slightly i the Pro
clags. Wiene and [ [eli the spon needed some
long-term direction and o Pro Production

ATV Spart: How was the initial
respanss?
Duncane Almest cveryone we
approached filled ow a perition tn
Faver of the elass. Most ol the chassis
buiilclers, whio see the most pralil
[rom components other than frames,
were ey faver of 0 ' Prodduction
class allowing enly stock [rames.

ATV Sports Tell us ahou the clasz and
sporser=hips.
Duncan: Ip apens he doors 1o
sponsorship at all levelz. The
quacs on the track are mone
similar 1o the quads seen in ads
anul a0 1he dealerships, the
machines can be raced
competitively with relatively
5im]ml-: and inexpensive mods and
the dealers are more likely to
aponsar taers, only 25 percent
of the dealers get invalved, tha witl make
a Buge diflerence in the sporl,

ATV Spart: How sibout sponsorship from the
big manulacturers?

Durcan: Thee way the class is selup, we'll be
OK il they domt ger invalved. B, i he
rranifctuners s the dealers doing well,
then they'll probably get invelved. And, if
just one manwfcturer threw in ST00K, that
would be grean, The roanuBacturees arenl
imterczsted in sponsoring quacs with

Farr s ona u!_'_l_l_u.p,targ”_ilrﬁi;'m;t
7 ausukL Iz g up to the abu:

o
S,

afiermarket frames and motarcycle engines,
] Pro Froduction limits the class to quads
EVCIVONE CEN Felie 10,

ATV Spark: T, wilh s sporl gusds
coming out all the time, there are more
chaices Tor 1he meer, right?

Tirri Farr: Yes, thats awesome, and it
sommething [ve never scen in my racing
career. Uniil sow, s always Been 230R-
based machines and the expense got ow of
harsd. Mo, witke Peo Procectios, many
types of guads are comperitive. Luburgh is
extremnely [ on thit Cannondale and he
beat Guet in the second mcoo a1 round
teree; 1 cant bean Gust hall the time! No one
beas re-sleeved the {Polaris) Pradaroy dows
tor e v, bast that’s another oplicn.

DISADUANTAGES?

ATV Spart: Are there any disudvantazes o
the Pro Prodwction class?

Farr The class should be raced on Sunday;
like the eriginal Pro class, insiead of
sturciny, Sunday is promoted as Pro day
and Pro Procduction veeds to be seen, won,
The: thintking was 1o soone the guys racing
both Prov classes from having 1o compete all
irvane day. Bul, | had odginally planned on
racing b clazses and [ was o Byvor of
having them both on Sunday, Another
drawhack with Pro Production is tha
payback is 80 peroent of entry fecs, ruher
thain 2 guaranteed purse.

" 'T'ﬁ'."_:
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ATV Sport: Lets hear from you cther guys
sl ke pros wd cons of Pro Prodoction.

Kary Ellis: On the plus side, it's easier to gel
pars il yvou're aol sacing ain exotic quid
and i15 easier to get support from a dealer
when you're raging 4 machine thats prewy
close 1o something he can sell. On the
negatkve side, e Pro Production guasd is
harder to ride, the stock [rame ismn'as
steoarg, as the allenmarken ones, and
assuming you dont have suppon from a
elenler, U5 expensive Lo replace,

Town Carlsonc Yes, the stock spon quads
aren’t a5 state-ol-the-ar a5 2 motocross
miotorcvele like Honda's CR253D, The spon
cpuads are basically trail machines we'ne
miaking ineo eacing guads, e shink,
however, it's just a master of time before the
eaeshaciugers eake o chassis as good asthe
top aftermarkel versions.

ATV Sport: Loren, what do you see in the
Eurnnere ol the Pro ches, as compansd 1o Pro
Prodluction?

Duncare Whasever cluss drsws the sponsors
will be the premier class and, one day, Pro
Froduction will be the premier class. Mext
year we'll see 2 baed Lolalby For an addisional
Pro Production class, 451cc to Open. The
ortginal Proclass iz sl the premier closs
but, one day, it may o away entirely. 1 will
sipperl that class, baweever, for as long as
it's arouncl.

COMPARED TO PRO?

ATV Spert: Gaest aned Farmr put onan amazing
Pro Production race at the MX apener, bue s
the extitement and speed always there? How

do the lap times compare
Bevween the Proand Pro
Production classes?
Duncare Fra Procduction i only
slightly slower. On some iracks
the tmes might be equal. At the
first race, the dilference was
tw 10 [ive seconds a lap.
Carlson: Pro Produetion lsniall
that much slower than Fro—
iyl within o percent. In
the whoops, the Pro Production
Brikes Bschke v aronend o finks
more, but Doug Gust isan
il and his srengrh helps
himn. 115 riding fast, but hes smooth and that
helps save the bike, Hes easy onthe cluwch
are] lamds lightly:
Elligz The Fro machines have been arouned for
awhile, Pro Productice is a new elass and it
takes lime 1o dial in something new: But, the
quads are really closg now,

ATV Sport: Where do veu see the dilference
in pecformance cnthe track?

Effiez Mainy baaking Tuamps and whoops, The
stock rear shock linkage deesnt have as much
travel as you get from the CRS0, Y or CRF
motorcycle linkage used on the Pro claes
quacls, o, the shock on the sock frome goes
through the trave] faster and has ro work
harder. The frame isnlt made -
1o o wha we'ke trving 1o I

dowithic.

Farrs You also see 1l |

difference in comering, '

The Pro quiads have a |

lower center of graviy:
My CEF metor alimos
drags the ground and
thual quad &5 imore o)
heavy thana 230R! The
Pro Froduction quads
have a kigher center af
gravity sLill. Combine
that with less suspensson
travel and a different
st piviol position
and we're hilting cur
heels onalae grownd
more often. Dont get me
wrong, though., I'im net

'lhn nn]y Pro nm.rllng the Same ﬂu-n:him in bath Pro
nn:l Frn Production. The steck frame and 10¢e disadvantage slow
down Ellls a bit In the Pro class, but he's already had twe podium
finishas with the guad in Pro Production.

put everyene ot a more coqual plaving Leld,
which is good, and T'm extremely impressed
with the reliahiliny: I'm pouncing the hike,
andd with just a Ttk gusscting, the frame is
holding up as well as my Lacgers/CRE We
take the Swzuld motor apart every weekend
aneed 3% been spotless, The moter on the
practice bike has seen the equivalems of an
eavtige season oo it and all we have done iz
change the oil and fileer. [ believe vou could
raot sl season on the same engine.

A GROWING CLASS?

ATV Sport: How b the tusmonn been in Pro
Production?

Farr: Lanely it% been around 15 riders per
event. [ think some guys were scared off
ievitially By thee 200mie motos, They
thought it was going to be easy, bur itz not
= it Nl on, 1ehink the class i going 1o
grow and it has a ton of poterial, Encries
will probably stay about the same this vear
because ics wo lare in1he season lor
someene 1o get into it Bud 1 think youll see
a lot of the wop guys nenning nese vear amd |
cxpect the number of entries in Pro and Pro
Production to eventually cves our.

Carlsor Yes, ['m sure in time well soe mone
Fro Procuction ricers.

Duneare 1 would have expeced mone o the
Fiest rage, B chene are plenty of guys woarking

-

ripping on the machines,  aper Tavis Cain finished racing for tha w-lllr.nd,_ R

which work really well. we got a ﬁn on m- Frurpmdn:‘nun -
impi 1 :




on penting into the class, even withow the
alficial irvalverment of 1the manefacourers,
When the manufacturers conwe along, 1w
class wall go crazy:

ATV Sport:Wha conlel be done to make the
¢lass even bener?

Halding dowm fifth place in the
KF#400 i5 Duncan Racing's Tavis

- : Files now g;mmmg the
 chass are pood. 1 don' thirds any changrs
are needed there until we find out whar
new quads are coming akong
Duncan: There are no disadvantages to Fro
Production, but we're Tacking, in specific
leadershipy. The promaoters, riders armd
bsiness owrsers are all providing inpun.
The problem is, at the end of the day we
dont have any oo persom o group
calling the shots and manning the show,
In the kst wo or three s wevie seen
many positlve things hbappen in ATV
racimg, and we just need wake o the
next evel of leadership and scrics
sporEorship, Where would HASCAR be
towlay wirhown Winsions sponsorship?

LOOKING AHERD

ATVSport: Dayou think the ATV rranufsc-
Marers ane going (o got more imvalved?
Carlsore Thats a tough question, T'd sayihercs
a1 50-50 chane.

Elis: 15 hard o say: but 1'd love 1o see 1hem

WE RIDE
, CHIN'S PRO
PRODUCTION
KAWASHAKI!

points race on.a Kawasaki
Cain, Yes, the base machine is

idnntic.ai 1{- the Suzuki Z400, but Eain"s nlathinellas sane interesting twists. Witha

: Innu'ratmm brakee caliper allaws running a smaller diameter Braking Wawve rator,

The Duncan Racing 450 Natianal kil bunps the hartepower, while Roll Design and Elka
~ provide suspension components, Cainruns TTF tires,

At the series opener in Georagia, we put in a half hour on the Kawasaki. Although the
* machine wasn't fully dialed in, performance was stillimpressive, Built as a low-end and ntid-
~ rangemolar, L 449¢c fou-stroke has strong respanse in these areas and powers well out of
~ gorners. Though Cain felt the Ellea shocks still needed some fine luning, they worked well for us

~ overropgh terrain with square-edged bumips and kepd the machine flatin lurms.

Chutchaction, thanks to an adjustable lever Tram Works Connection, is light. Braking action
in frant really needed some help and Duncan explained that they simply needed bleeding.

~ Overall,we came away impressed,

get ina it, Theyre already selling every
performance quad they baild. 'm sure more
meedi coverage would entioz them.
Farr=Wee'll sce new hikees, hus the
manufaciurers might not jump inte rcing
tight away: [Leouk] Be slow ar first, but [
think theyll stant 1o come around,

ATV Sport:What doyou soe o the futire of
Pro Production?

Cartsare Maybe not as soon xs next year, bul
eventually it could Beeome the premier
claga, IDwe see factery invalvement, the
racing will Eollow, 1T s, we'll prohabily see
Froand Pro Production stay about the sune
size, Even without hgory involvement, Pro
Procluction will be a continuing incentive 10
the [actories 1o get involved. 1dont think
thee elass will ever go away:

Ellisz s, and if the lactories do help, the class
coudd et really big.

Farrs Within a few vears, 1 see Pro Produc-
thon as the premier class. 1ehink its going 1o
take ofl.

| Quad: 2003 Kawasaki KEX400

Frarme maods: Gusseted and reinfarced
Displacement: 44%¢c

Valves feams/fsprings: Duncan MX cars, HD
walves springs with titanium retaingrs, shortened
guides and Duncan flow testing

Tgnition:Yortex X10 programmable and rider
selectable

Carburetor; Edelbrock 3hmim

Exhaest: Fat Boy 4 stainless

ClutcheHinson basket, DRC24 clutchkit
A-arris: Roll Design Lobo 2, 50-inches wide
Shocks: Ellca

Swingarm: Roll Design, 1B.5-inches loag

Rear axle: Domimator

Tires: ITPMER

Wheelz: Dauglas Uitimate

Brakes: Stack front, rear ATV Innavations
caliperw/Braking wave rolors

Handlebars TAGT-2

Thratile: 4 00EX thuimb

Mainsponsors Dincan Racing Intermational, Redl
Design, IMS, Golden West, ITP, Temegula T
Motorsparts, Dowglas Wheel, Elka, Hinson Racing,
Varlex lgnitions, Yukon Gear & ode, TRG Metals, |5
One Industries, Braking, Maxima, Molion Pro,
Qulerwears, Sunstar, Pro Design, Tsubaks, Pra

| Design,Works Connection AC Performance, GPR,
S Trick, 0'Neal, Srith Goggles, Winex Helmeds.
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