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MOD MX SHOOTOUT

TRXA50R vs.YF 2450
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Duncan mxers go head to head
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The Duncani/Honda powerplant is very mellow,. Eichner likes
it the best because i won'l wear him oul or get im in trou- tom end and mid range power suifs Taws' riding siyle best.
fle in e woods, Look for Tavis to be up frard in the frst e every time in 2006
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hey cven look fast sitting stil. Wel, the YFZ was faster in motion. Duncan riders
35 Cain and Doug Eichner will race these axact guads at the Glan Helen MX
~opener. Find out how they did next month.
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ware bulll ‘with nearly’ identical
parls, Bastoally, the fromes were laft
stock [except for the addition of
strangthening qussets), the enginss
ware  completely reworked by

DEM part wos replaced with affer-
mcrket ‘producte. For chaossis and
puspenaion compeonents, DRI has
cilwrans relied on Koll Design.

Cn the front ends, Lebo A-arms
are used io bring the quads {o 50
inches wide uzsing 4-1 offzat whaels.
it back, Boll swingarms measurne
1/2-inch ower siock ond ara con-
giructed of stesl instead of alu
minum. Travel is controlled by Elka's
lextest Elite model long traovel shocks
along with Elka's linkage in the rear,

Team Industries supplies the axles
and rear hubs on bath machines
and they corry Douglas” Ulthmeate
Shamrock wheeals cullitted with ITR
¥R fires. Powar 15 delivered tothe
l'?F meats '_'_-|_-r_'|:_:[_:':| Teubekt :3-H."."|I='“I
chains and Sunskar sprockets, Tavls'
YFZ woas running 1503 gearing
- hile Eichner's Hondo WIS
equipped with a 1537 arrangement
for the highl_‘-&r EF speeds. Aleo, the
Honda wras eguipped with AC
Hacing skidplates and the YEZ goes
withiout,

Bath machines ualilize  1WMS/Holl
wide footpags. The pegs on the
Yamaho are located clmest an inch
'_:.h'.'.rr_:l' thern stock.




Durncan uses g custom, red, Quad Tech
nosa plece on Eichner's Honda. They
are only available throwgh Durean
Racing.

DRI refies on a Team brand axle and
hubzs on the rear of their race
machines. A Roll Dasign swingam, Eka
shock and Nnkage provide a smooth
working enwvironment for alf of the com-
ponamnts.

'MOD MX SHOOTOUT

The button next to the feft handie grip -
operates the programmable, adiustable M ;

Varfax ignition. On the YRZ450, it pro- o
vided a noticeable difference and i3
stopped the rear fires from Siipping o
i dry trach.

It was easier fo clear large
fumps with the Duncan
YFZ450 becausa mo matter
how you came olt of the
carmar bofore i, there was
plenty af power on tag.

- A Dincan Billad alivminum hub rests
among Rell Design A-arms and Efka
shocks. Roll and Duncan have 8 Work-
ing relrtionsfiip that dates back o the .z
baginning of time. e
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Other odds and ends include
Galler brake pads, rotors and
Crown Series sieel braided lines.
Cain’'s mechanie Glenn Schlude
installs his own ATV Innovations
230R caliper on the rear of the
YFZ450, AC Racing nerfs protect the
riders as do Pro Design tethers.

To control each machine Tavis
uses a 4EX thumb throille mount-
ed on Tag CR high bend bars with
Tag grips, Works Connection levers,
Motion Pro cables and Acerbis
Handguards. Doug uses the same
setup on his Honda except he
prefers a Motion Pro Vorex bwist
throfile oz cpposed o a standard
thumb throttle, Stock, timmed body-
work is used on both machines
except for the custom, one off, red
nose piece on Elchner's Honda from
Duad Tech, (949) Bi0-7BZ3. In race
trim, the Duncan YFZ weighs in at
five pounds less than thelr 350-
pound TRX450B. Tavis' YFZ450 has
one more hot setup in the form of an
ATV World stainless battery box kil

WHAT ABOUT THE POWER?

Although Duncon Racing [nter-
national sslls all of the parts they
run on thees race machines (excent
for the [TP tires and Douglas wheels
they get through Goldenn Wast
Cyele), their cloim-to-fame is motor
work, Specifically, the ks in their
raca machines are known as o
Naticnal Kit. For the top half of DRI'a
four-stroke National Kils, head port-
ing, valve seat maochining, killet
camshails (one for the Honda), over-
sized exhoust and inlake valves
(four in the THEX, five in the YFZL
springs, guides and titanium retain-
ers are needed, Inside the cylinder,
DRI uses their own designed JE built
12:] compresion piston. On the YFZ,
DHI increases the bore lmm to
reach the 4500 limit.

On the oulside of the TRY motor
DRI ralies on a Edelbrock, Eichner
gignature model carburetor ($526)
(Teavis uses the stock FCR carb) and
Yortex X100 programable ignitions
($399), For air flow, K&N filters are
used on both machines connected
to Pro Design Pro Flow kits nestled
into stock airboxes. Exhaust gas is
gxpelled through Duncan's own
stainless steal Fat Boy 4 complate
exhaust systema that retails for $525.
This complete internal engine parts
list tolals up to $2475 on the Honda
and $2675 for the YFZ. To transmit
power, DRI utilizes a Hinson cluich
basket, their own plates and
Maxima Premuim 4 10w30 motor oil.

VE C12 is the recommended roce
fuel of DRI

During g pre-ssgaon test seasion
at the Elsinors MX perk, the Durcen
crew lat us taka both of their race
mechines out on the frock. Plua, we
caplured some action shols of Doug
and Tawizs deing laps. Our opinions
of both machines are consistent with
what we felt during our own project
YFZ wersuz TEM shootout thot we
fecrtured in the June 2004 issue.

The DRI ¥YFZ450 was a rockstship,
the heavily modified engine iz crisp,
powariul and fully capabile of clear-

ing any jump on the track Track
conditions on our test day were very
dry and hard-packed. It allowed us
to take full advaniage of the Vortex
Ignition system, The wo selling sys-
tem was programed with a standard
curve and cne for loose conditions. It
wasn't hard o tell the differance
between the two settings. With a
handiull of throttle the YFZs hard
hitting power would normally send
the mochine spinning cut of cornars.
In the loose lerrain mode, power
wios restricted on the bottomand
allewing the machine to grab trac-
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tisn bafore powering up. Mo matter
how vou entered or exited a corner
on the DRI ¥FZ, there wae encugh
power and traclion o top to
siraighten up and attack cbstacles.
Evrer 1 you didn’t hit o jump correct-
Iy, you could easily adjust vour atil-
rl..f]& in the qir ior a correction.
WHAT DO WE THINKE?

The rest of the DRI YFZ packags
wos flowless, the chassis f=lt well
put together and tight. The Roll sus
penszion turned on a dime and the
Elka shocks were digled 1o uae their
full potential. It's no wonder Tavis
ain wos always up front in the first
barn ereeed :_:r,1|",‘|rl,:r“\-:':|:ﬂ a5 ony ‘_."b-c".‘{ii-
uma az he did in 2004, This guad
wors the best built YFZ450 we howe
testad vat.

DRI= Honda was near perfect as
wall. The chassis felt sclid and well
put together. It was very comiort-
cbole to ride and ultra easy o con-
trol. All of the controls from the twist
throtile to the broke pods worked
graal, Eichner's sellings were a tad
too soft for our rider'’s weight, 5o the
cuod bettomed i jumps were not
encaciaied F_ll_:r'il_.'::'.'.':.'. Alse on takeoft,
the springs wouldn't catapult our
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teslars as _'_:-:_:'_'. e The YFZ did, The
additional 1/2-inch in swingarm
laricth was just wi the Hondo
needs. It forced .I-- fron b miid o siory
plomited on the ground.

in N pc 2 depdriment, the
Y g
Honda'’s mellow de ..-."-r"'" LR L=
Sy [0 IRCITICI e, It n i"."'—.!' did wani

L

osut. It hooked up and moved for-
ward when you hit the throtile.
However, this power selup is 5o

mellow we had troubls clearing
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wbastacles thal were @asy on

SOIME ¢
the YFZ. The Vortex ignition didn’t
searm to make o noticeable differ-
ance. With this machine, you need
to be smoother into the turns and
raoll an the throitle :Z"”l']-' o get o
good run out of them, It takes o dif
fr'-' ni atyle to ride the Honda fast on
a MY irack. For the desert, dunes or
woods, ||1'~ smooth, sirong power of
1512 LJ il Metlonal Kit would work
graat but for MX it falls behind the
Yamcho. Eichner has proven he can
win on the Hendoa bul not in the
motocross arend. He is at a big di

gelvantage riding the l.'r:njn in M}i
competiticn. The Honda power
locks the bottom end hit thal is

gometimes needead if vou con'i toks
the perfect line in every coner. That
scenaric often comes up when Loy-
ing 1o poss another rider. Frem our
brisf test ;-:;jJi:.:-w with the Duncan
teqm, it looks like Tavis Cain has the
sgulpment needed 1o ifoke the
Maticnal MX tifle away [rom Gusl
thiz yvear. Howewer, itz going to take
i Lot &f iraining and a littlle luck o=
wrell YWe wizsh him '.h= bast. As for
Eichioier in the WORCS series, he's
been nearly '.1nL'.*L*.r.1I:J.‘.1r: for 1wo
vears now and we don't sxpect
much o change. He even won
race o a Duncan V-Farce bBack 1o
203 Mew that®s folent! A= for his
bid ta win capy [TF Ouad Cross
races this year, it will be fough.
More top riders are showing up
thera and we thirk he waould hoore a
better chonece at viciory on = LRI
TEZ4al. Eichner ond DRI ore
always working to improve thei
angine program and with mors
time on the M track, hopelully they
can make the THY engins compsti-
live with the ¥YFZ Duncon Hacing
[mfernational eon be contocted in
Colifornio ot (BAE) A79-F22E or on-
lirne el wwstduncanracing.com. L

134 waww.airhwiveelamag.cam

120 vewwedirtwheslsmag com



	dirtwheels_apr2005cover.pdf
	dirtwheels_apr2005.pdf

